I M ( 1 NEWSCLIPPING 
il JJ SERVICE 

#2 CANEY VALLEY DRIVE • PLUMERVILLE, ARKANSAS 72127 USA EOITOR/PUBLISHER: LUCIUS PARISH Number 31 



K Displaying photos from Roswell museum, George Fawcett talks to Mooresville Rotarians 


Seeing things! 


Maybe not. Expert says 

By JAME QATTON 

Has your power ever zapped off suddenly? Has 
your pet dog reacted to something unseen in the 
middle of the night? Ever wonder why the water 
level of Lake Norman sometimes seems to myste¬ 
riously go down overnight? 

Well, it could’ve been a trip in your circuit break¬ 
er. Your dog could have seen a wild animal outside. 
And the low water level could be due to a lack of 
rain. 

On the other hand, it might be traces of etrtrater- 
restrial life, says George Fawcett, an internation¬ 
ally-known investigator and researcher of uniden¬ 
tified flying objects. 

“Mooresville is a good place to see UFOs; Lake 
Norman is even better,” Fawcett, a resident of 
Lincolnton, told members of the Lake Norman 
Rotary Club on Wednesday, when he opened many 
eyes to at least the possibility of life on other plan¬ 
ets. 


this area’s ripe for UFOs 

‘Mooresville is a good place to see 

UFOs; Lake Norman is even better. ’ 

George Fawcett, 

UFO investigator/researcher 

Fawcett says UFOs are usually seen around elec¬ 
trical substations, power lines and large masses of 
water. “It seems they draw (power) off power and 
water,” Fawcett says. That’s why he says reports of 
UFOs around Lake Norman aren’t rare. 

According to Fawcett, sighting reports indicate 
UFOs clamp onto power lines, seemingly extract¬ 
ing power. Over water, tubes protnide from the bot¬ 
tom of UFOs and suck water back into the vessel. 
Fawcett says that’s why several UFO sightings 


Map notes 
UFO sighting in 
Lake Charles 


A U.S. map on display at the 
UFO Museum and Research 
Center is full of colored thumb 
tacks, each representing places 
where people say they’ve seen a 
UFO. 

In all of Louisiana, there is 
just one reported sighting — in 
Lake Charles. 

A binder on a table below the 
map holds the stories of each 
sighting. ’This one comes from 
J.R. ’Tibodeaux (sic). 

Here’s what it says: “I 
wimessed something very 
strange outside my home May 6i 
1999.1 was outside star-gazing as 
I usually do. I noticed an odd¬ 
looking light or star-like object 


movingnorth at around 22:00 
hours. 

“At first, I thought it was just 
a star, but as I watched, I 
realized it was at 10,000 feet or 
so, and it was slowly descending. 
It finally came to a stop at 
around 500 feet above the ground 
and remained idle with no 
movement or noise. It was a 
triangular shape craft that had a 
blue glow to it and three bright 
purple lights, one at each comer. 

“This craft was enormous in 
size, about 300 feet across. It 
stayed hovering over my house 
for at least four to six minutes, 
then the craft’s purple lights 
turned off and it emitted a whine 
noise and rapidly lifted up to the 
sky. It climb^ to about 6,000 
feet. It accelerated and took off at 
a very high rate of speed, 
probably over 500 mph. It was 
out of my view within 20 
seconds. ’This is the second time 
I have wimessed a similar craft 
this year.” 


have also been reported near 
Lake Norman’s McGuire 
Nuclear Station. 

Fawcett just finished reading 
his l.OlSth book on the topic of 
UFOs. He has investigated more 
than 1,700 UFO sighting reports 
— 22 percent of which remain 
unexplained — and has written 
and published more than 100 
UFO investigative and research 
articles, dozens of which were 
listed in the 1969 Library of 
Congress book, “UFOs and 
Related Subjects: An Annotated 
Bibliography,” published under 
contract with the Air Force 
Office of Scientific Research. 

In 1975, Fawcett authored the 
book, “Quarter Century Studies 
of UFOs in Florida, North 
Carolina and Tennessee.” His 
efforts in the UFO field were 
included in various UFO ency¬ 
clopedias. His achievements 
were also listed in “The 
International Who’s Who in 
UPOlogy Directory.” 

Fawcett served as the founder 
and chief advisor to five civilian 
UFO study groups: New England 
(1957), Pennsylvania and New 
jersey ’Two-State (1965), Florida 
(1968), 'Tar Heel (1973) and the 
Mutual UFO Netwotk of North 
Carolina, Inc. (1969). 

Fawcett also helped organize 
seven UFO symposiums in eight 
years. From 197982, he taught a 
30-hour accredited college UFO 
course titled, “UFOs; A New 
Frontier of Science” at the 
Lincoln County Campus of 
Gaston (Allege. He was also a 
consultant to the movie, “UFO’s 
—’Target Earth.” 

Just recently, Fawcett donated 
thousands of artifacts to the 
International Unidentified 
Flying Object Museum Research 
Outer in Roswell, N.M., of 
which he is a member of the 
advisory board. 

Fawcett has been a member or 
field investigator for the Aerial 
Phenomena Research Organiza¬ 
tion in Arizona, the National 
Investigations Committee on 
Aerial Phenomena in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., the Scientific Bureau of 
Investigations in New York, the 
J. Allen Hynek Onter for UFO 
Smdies in Illinois, the Fund for 
UFO Research, Inc. in Maryland, 
and the Mutual UFO Network, 
Inc. in’Texas. 

All the while, Fawcett has pre¬ 
sented illustrated lectures to 
nearly 600 different colleges and 
universities, service clubs, mili¬ 
tary and scientific organizations, 
and technical and special inter¬ 
est groups in the United States 
and overseas. He is currently 
working on a UFO Museum pro¬ 
ject to serve as both a major 
tourist attraction and research 
center. 

Mooresville lawyer and Rotary 
member Walter Jones intro¬ 
duced Fawcett at the recent club 
meeting, saying, “When you tell 
people you’re going to have a pro¬ 
gram on UFOs, invariably the 
first thing they do is smile.” 

But Fawcett’s used "to that. 
“Having started (studying UFOs) 
55 years ago, you had to have a 
sense of humor,” he says with a 
grin. 

However, he adds, it’s really no 
laughing matter. He told the 
Rot ary Club about 25 aspects of 
UFO sightings that have been 


repeated time and again over the 
past 47 years — “aspects which 
have proven themselves to be 
persistent and consistent on a 
global basis, among more than 
140 world nations.” 

Fawcett says aspects that seem 
to be consistent in every report 
include, but are certainly not 
limited to, severe animal reac¬ 
tions, power failures, electric 
shock, radiation burns, dimming 
of vision, blackouts, temporary 
paralysis, headaches, blood dis¬ 
orders, nightmares and dreams, 
etc. Also, increases of back¬ 
ground radiation, ground mark¬ 
ings, changes in soil samples and 
deposits of both metallic and 
non-metallic residues, especially 
magnesium, aluminum, silicon, 
boron and calcium. 

An enormous challenge to sci¬ 
entific investigations, Fawcett 
says the physical and psychologi¬ 
cal traces left behind by UFOs 
are a threat to national security, 
the human environment and 
public safety. 

North Carolina ranks fifth in 
the U.S. for reports of UFOs, sur¬ 
passed only by California, New 
Mexico, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
Florida ranks sixth in the 
nation, while South Carolina is 
12th. 

Only 10 percent of people who 
see UFOs actually report the 
sightings, Fawcett explains. 
About 65 percent of all sightings 
are reported at night, while 35 
percent are reported in broad 
daylight. Reports are made by 
people from all walks of life, 
including scientists, astronauts, 
engineers, astronomers and 
pilots. 

Fawcett says even former pres¬ 
idents Ronald Reagan and 
Jimmy Carter reported seeing 
UFOs. He says President Clinton 
just hasn’t “come out yet,” 
despite issuing an executive 
order to release all national secu¬ 
rity documents in relation to 
Uro sightings by the year 2(XI0. 
’Those documents, Fawcett says, 
have not yet been released. And 
the U.S. Air Force, he adds, is 
still extensively investigating 
UFOs. 

‘"These things are just as real 
as the Apollo astronauts,” says 
Fawcett, referring to UFOs and 
their inhabitants, “humanoids” 
or “UFOnauts,” as he calls them. 
‘"The term ‘alien’ alienktes them 
too much.” 

He continues, “I can attest to 
the fact that (people who report 
seeing UFOs) are not lying.” 
Fawcett says those folks go 
through psychological evalua¬ 
tions and sometimes hypnosis 
after reporting seeing UFOs. 
’"Those people didn’t have those 
experiences because they want¬ 
ed to,” he assures. 

Following the program, Town 
Manager and Rotary member 
Rick McLean had his own 
thoughts about UFOs and 
UFOnauts. “I’ve never seen one,” 
he admits. “But I can’t prove that 
it’s not true. There are an awftil 
lot of things in this world we 
don’t know about and don’t 
understand. This seems to be one 
of them. 

“It’s pretty arrogant of us to 
believe that out of the whole uni¬ 
verse, we’re the only planet that 
has life.” 
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The truth is in here: 

Report 
from an 
Arkansas 
UFO 

Conference 

by Michael E Ream 

We are not alone. That’s the senti¬ 
ment most often expressed at the lectures, 
literature tables, and cocktail parties of the 
twelfth annual Ozark UFO Conference, 
held April 7-9 at the Inn of the Ozaiks in 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas. The rolling 
hills and elegant old Victorian hotels of 
Eureka Springs seem an unlikely location 
for a gathering of UFO devotees. Yet this 
gilded-age resort and modern-day tourist 
mecca is playing host to alien abductees, 
pop artists, science fiction novelists, new- 
age types, crop<ircle researchers, flying 
saucer fans, and the just plain curious. On 
a somewhat chilly spring weekend, they 
converge on the copper-roofed ccmvention 
center at the Inn of the Ozarks. Lectures 
and presentations are packed into the two- 
and-a-half day weekend conference, and 
there is constant informal networking and 



conversation in the many nooks and cran¬ 
nies of the carpeted, modem facility. 

Discussions between people whose 
interest in otherworldly phenomena ex¬ 
tends beyond The X-Files and Close En¬ 
counters of the Third Kind. 

On Saturday afternoon, Antonio 
Huneeus speaks on “UFO Chronicle: 
Chile, China and Beyond." Standing at the 
front of a long, darkened conference room, 
Huneuus' face appears twice its normal 
size (XI a large victe screen immediately 
to his left. A few minutes into his talk, his 
face is replaced by photographic slides, 
which he advances through a video pro- 
jecTOr. Huneuus has spent time investigat¬ 
ing UFOs in Chile, where, as he puts it, 
“UFOIogy is mainstream.” In fact, “the 
President is Pro-UFO,” Huneuus reveals, 
discussing his meetings with high-level 
officers in the Chilean air force arxi their 
efforts to track down the alien spaceships. 


There are approving kxiks and ncxls from 
many of those in attendanrre. Huneuus 
moves on, presenting accounts via video 
projection of confirmed UFO sightings 
including data from radar and air traffic 
control. Huneuus continues, slipping a 
tape from Chilean National Television 
into the projector. 

In the lobby, conference attendees 
discuss every cosmic and otherworldly 
topic under the sun. Following the wind¬ 
ing corridor downstairs, cxie encounters 
the vendor area, where several tables are 
laid exit with wares for sale. At the first 
table, a middle-aged woman in a long, 
colcxful dress gives her take cxi Martians: 
“We ate the first Martians you know,” she 
says with an intense stare. "The Martians 
were originally Atlanteans, but we ate 
them. They became cattle, elk, buffalo, 
wolf, bear, and bat.” From this, she moves 
on to a discussion of contrails of l(xig 



cicxjds that can be seen streaking across 
the sky, which are supposedly respcxtsible 
for respiratory infections. Nearby, a 
wotfian speaks her abducticxi experiences 
to anexher vendex, detailing each incident 
in a steady, mcxlerated voice. Further 
down, a vendor’s table displays trading 
cards depicting the familiar round-headed 
bug-eyed aliens, first made popular by 
Whitley Streiber’s novel 1987 Commun¬ 
ion. ‘This is ncx about fantasy,” David, the 
artist behind the cards, says. “We are nrx 
alone. Sometimes truth is stranger than 
ficticKi. Most people wcxild simply believe 
everything they are told. If they knew 
some of what goes on out there, they 
wcxild be scared to death.” 

At the next table, a female vendor 
explains remexe viewing, a meditative-like 
process by which one achieves a trance- 
like state and eventually achieves “rhyth¬ 
mic informati(Xi gathering,” which leads 
to a higher level of conscicxisness. 

Other vendors have a different take 
on flying saucers and little green men, A 
table near the elevator is festcxrned with 
pop-culture alien paraphernalia everything 
from bumper stickers and coffee mugs to 
txxrks and “Area 51 drivers’ licenses,” 
(referring to the supposedly secret govern¬ 
ment site in the Nevada desert.) The semi- 
retired couple who operates the btxjth 
have been on the UFO circuit for approxi¬ 
mately nine years, traveling around the 
country to varicxjs conferetKes related to 
UFOs and space aliens. As expected, the 
biggest gatherings are in Roswell, New 



Mexico, site of an alleged UFO crash in 
1947, and near Area SI in Nevada. Echo 
ing several of the (Xher vendors and at¬ 
tendees, the couple describe the UFO 
types as a family, making enthusiastic 
small talk alxxit the feeling of camarade¬ 
rie and fellowship that pervades the UFO 
get-togethers. 

“Be sure to check cart the Lcxie Star 
Bar,” says the female half of the team to 
the visitor. ‘That’s where ytxi’ll hear the 
best stories — usually late at nighL” 

Back upstairs, John Foster of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, is speaking on “Eminent Dis¬ 
covery: UFOs at the Core of Our Culture.” 
Foster refers to himself interchangeably as 
a “ctxitactee,” tx “abductee.” He speaks at 
length alxxit his experience with “grays,” 
their name fix alien beings. He presents 
pen and ink sketches on the projecticxi 
screen of lizard-like beings, who he says 
have abducted him numerous times over 
the ccKirse of his life. He nroves from alien 
abducticxi to space flight to ancient Egyp¬ 
tian mythology, tying it all together as 
“eternal knowledge and wisdom,” that 
“might be able to help us live without 
hurting arxl killing each other.” This gets 
a mixed reacticxi of ncxlding approval and 


becue grill parked (xitside the front dcxir. 
A shext blcxid woman repeatedly scurries 
in and out with platters of meat for grilling, 
while a well-sttxked bar awaits thirsty 
UFOIogists. A pcxtable stereo blares alter¬ 
nating tracks of rock and roll and new-age 
type music. OtK reveler, outfitted in a 
Hawaiian shirt with a UFO mexif featuring 
little green men and cows being sucked 
into flying saucers, stands on the balcony 
with a glass of single-malt sccxch. He m- 
minates at length abcxit UFOs and space 
aliens being part of a “new mythology,” 
going into detail abcxit crop circles and the 
“outdcKir art” movement in Britain. The 
huge designs are visible from high above, 
and are created by a dedicated team of 
underground artists. Nearby, another at¬ 
tendee discusses research into such crop 
circles, touching cxi laboratoty analysis of 
plant and soil samples from crop circle 
formations, and how several samples 
show variaticxis and abncxmalities. 

As the night wears cxi, mexe attendees 
(XHigregate around the Lcxie Star’s cement 
patio. Many are family folks who come 
back year after year. Wes Crum, a univer¬ 
sity employee from Illinois, is aneXher art¬ 
ist who specializes in depicting aliens. 



somewhat puzzled bemusement from 
those in the audience. As Foster wraps up, 
many began to look weary from two 
snaight days of lecture and cliscussion. 

At the ccxiference, the real acticxi hap¬ 
pens at the Lcxie Star Bar, a rented room 
Icxated across the parking lot from the 
conference center. A huge clcxid of smoke 
greets visitors, rising up from a large bar¬ 


“This is an extended family,” says Wes. 
“It’s always nice to get together and see 
your friends at an event like this.” The 
friends pour in, digging into plates of Tex- 
Mex and availing themselves of the free- 
flowing liquid refreshment. The talking 
and carousing stretches well into the wee 
hours. Old friends catch up on their work 


over the past year on cattle mutilation, fly¬ 
ing saucer landings, and exher related top¬ 
ics. 

On Sunday morning, exhausted at¬ 
tendees slump over the couches and chairs 
in the lobby, wexn exit by last night’s fes¬ 
tivities at the Lone Star arxi the non-stop 
pace of lectures and discussicxis. Ample 
cups of coffee are consumed as attendns 
sift thiough mcxintains of handbills piled 
CXI the abandoned registration table by the 
front dcxir. The handbills promexe bcioks. 
courses, and upcoming events, everything 
from “Roswell, the Musical!” to “UFO 
Phenomenon and the Bible.” to 
“Abductee/Contactee Counseling.” 

Nearby, a lone crop circle researcher 
has set up a microscope for examining 
supposed alien detritus taken from a crop 


circle found cxi a cattle farm in Southern 
Missouri. The small magnetic particles 
viewed through the microscope are slate- 
colored and roundish in shape. A printed 
page next to the microscope discusses the 
discovery and laboratory testing of the 
samples. Beyond the conference center 
door, the sound of voices continually 
emits from the lectern as various speakers 
present their research findings in open-mic 
format. Authors, scientific types, and 
abductees/contactees share their recent 
discoveries in UFOIogy and their vision 
for the future of the movement. A state 
director from Iowa MUFON. the mutual 
UFO network, calls for “A change in the 
alien-human relationship.” and a need to 
assuage the “emcxional ctesperation"of life 
as an abductee. 


“This is where the nuts cha.se the squir¬ 
rels.” says another speaker. “There are 
things the government doesn’t want you to 
know. Just ask yourself: does it feel right?’ 

By now, the ncxls and murmurs of 
approval come a little slower. Still, the en¬ 
ergy of the participants has ncx flagged 
greatly, and there are still plenty of eager 
contactees and researchers in the lobby and 
hallways. 

“This was another successful confer¬ 
ence,” says Lou Farrish from his seat in the 
front row of the conference room. Farrish 
has organized the conference annually 
since 1989. He was pleased with the turn¬ 
out for this year’s event, remarking, like 
several others, on the need for communica¬ 
tion among like-minded folks. “Things 
happen that seem to be physically impos¬ 


sible,” says Farrish. “We have a Icx to think 
about.” 

By now. the crowd has dwindled to the 
point that the piped-in music is beginning to 
drown out the discussion of space aliens 
and cattle mutilations. The sun’s rays beat 
down the last partiers at the Lone Star as 
they exchange information cards and phcxie 
numbers for the next UFO confab. Sud¬ 
denly, a chilly breeze blows past, scattering 
a few pieces of alien literature. The words 
of the past few days echo in the wind...we 
are ncx alone. 

Michael Ream is an Arkansas-based re¬ 
porter. He writes regularly for the Spirit efthe 
River Valley Newspaper in Clarksville, Arkan¬ 
sas. Email him at: meream@bigfootcom 
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Are they 
among us? 

UFO researcher to visit 
Salisbury to talk about 
undergound bases 

BY JIU MCCARTMEY 

SALISBURY POST 

Years ago Dennis G. Balthaser 
looked out at a clear night's sky 
and wondered what was out there. 
Little did he know that 20 years 
later he would be a nationally 
known investigator and re¬ 
searcher on UFOs. 

It wasn’t until after a long ca¬ 
reer in civil engineering that he 
met the real Men In Black. 

He’ll likely talk about those 
men and the extraterrestrials he 
thinks live in underground bases 
when he visits Salisbury Sunday. 

The Mutual UFO Network 
(MUFON) of N.C. will sponsor 
Balthaser’s lecture “Underground 
Bases: What’s Under Our Feet.” 
He’s the featured speaker for the 
network’s annual state meeting, 
scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. at the 
Rowan County Agriculture Cen¬ 
ter on Old Concord Road. 

Balthaser worked for the Tbxas 
Highway Department for 33 
years as a civU engineer and for 
the U.S. Army 815th Engineering 
Battalion for three years. 

According to Balthaser, his in¬ 
terest in UFOs began after his 
children were grown. He decided 
to retire and volunteer fuU-time 
for the International UFO Muse¬ 
um in Roswell, N.M. There he 
served as an investigator, opera¬ 
tions manager and member of the 
board of directors. 

Through his research, Balthas¬ 
er came in contact with a man 
who had obtained evidence of ex¬ 
traterrestrial life forms. Accord¬ 
ing to Balthaser, he traveled to 
Oklahoma to obtain the evidence, 
bat was contacted by individuals 
he believes to be Men In Black. 
According to Balthaser, these in¬ 
dividuals are “government agents 
sent to put the heat on someone 
who is getting close.” 

He said that the men met with 
Balthaser for three hours, mak¬ 
ing it clear that he was being 
watched and he would not be able 
to contact the man with the evi¬ 
dence he was looking for. Balthas¬ 
er never contacted the individual. 

He said that the men identified 
themselves as U.S. Air Force 
agents, but to this day he has not 
been able to identify them. 

Balthaser is still pursuing the 
two mystery men in hopes of iden¬ 
tifying who they where and who 
they worked for. 

Currently he lives in Roswell, 
N.M., and gives lectures, writes 
and does research. 

George Fawchett, a Lincolnton 
resident, founded the Mutual UFO 
Network of North Carolina 11 
years ago. It claims 165 members 
and is affiliated with the national 
network, which will celebrate its 
31st anniversary next week. 

According to.Fawchett, the na¬ 
tional organization is a “non-prof¬ 
it scientific group trying to re¬ 
solve the UFO enigma.” 

The lecture Sunday will de¬ 
scribe existing underground 
bases, technology required to 
buUd tunnels and bases that pos¬ 
sibly exist with aliens. 

TTie lecture is broken down into 
three parts. Balthaser begins with 
a discussion of bases that exist for 
national defense. He then dis¬ 
cusses the technology needed to 
bore through the earth to develop 
such underground bases. Finally, 
he attempts to open the minds of 
the audience to toe possibility that 
aliens exist underground. 
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MCNT WOJAHNTHC OREGONIAN 

Khn Trant Spancar's grandparants, Paul and Evalyn Trant, mada Mstory 56 yaars ago today whan sha spottad a UFO and ha inappad a 
pictura of It on thair farm naar Dayton that was than distrlbutad natkaiwlda. It a ppa ar ad In Ufa magarhia on Juna 26 that yaar. An 
anlarganwnt of tha original photo appaars abova. 


T7ie picture will be celebratedy but Dayton residents say it was no big deal 

ofmeteoindiametsandevklem- 
ly aidfidaL flew within sight of two 
witnesses.” 

Hartmann, a senior sdentiat at 


■v IUU.V KENNCOY 

SPECIAL TO THE OREGONIAN 


When a hiend saw the pictures, 
he hung them in his bank window, 
DAYTON — On the 50th anni- where they drew the eye of a 
veisaiy of one of the most-famous McMiunviOe reporter. From there, 
UFO flings in history, townsfolk the photos traveled worldwide 
don t seem to understand what the across the news wires. Life maga- 
foss is aU about zine featured them in its June 26, 

They don’t understand why ex- iqui Miirinn 
perts have worked for decades to „ o,. t, 

d*unk the photos taken horn ^ 

Paul and Evelyn Trent’s back yard 

- - - - - --- remembers talking about the UFO 

pictures when she was young, but 
back then she didn’t know the de- 
tafls — that her grandmother said 


the Tucson 


tute, said his ideas abtxit the aiiafa- 
sis changed when 
Trents said they bad' seen' othsr 
UFOs. ’Tn my mind tldi reduced 
their crecUbSily as foBowt: If their 
photo is real, it is rjaartyjp anBt- 
dal object and aiyaw nd y not 
tenealtial, Le. an aUm aiMCKiaft. 
But such objects must be ennDse- 
ly rare, or we'd have bettar docu¬ 
mentation by nopE* ' 

To celebtate, McMenamins is Some Dayton inhaUlaiits may 
bringing in Bruce Maccabee, the not be odted about the SOth anni- 
UFOlo^st who investigated the vergary of the event, but th^ do 
photos.' say it happened. TheyNe seen sim- 

’’We’re taking it seriously to a thin g i thcmsefwa. A 1566 
point because Biuce Maccabee is Newewe» pofl showed that 48 


on May 11,1950. 

Ibey don’t have convessatkms 
at the town’s sin^ bar about 
whether there is life beyond Earth. 

They say they’re not interested 
in an alien-themed ball and UFO - 
watch that McMenamins Hotel Or- ® breeze that 
egon is throwing in McMinnville to through 

commemorate toe event her ^ grandpar- 

A month passed before the enis’ hair, or 
Trents gained their notoriety, in which relative 
part bemuse toe couple waited to spotted the 
finish the roll of film that contained sauoerfirst 
two of toe most body debated UFO think 

about it every 

taken of an imidentmed flying ob- once in a 
ject and one of the first captured 

on film. .. _ _ 

A June 10,1950, story in The Or- k 

egonian reports that Evelyn Trent 
was outside feeding the r^its on mma. i 

die fEimily farm near Dayton, about J^st rememter 
11 miles south of McMintrville, 
when she saw a strange metallic tnem. inei 
object in the sky. She yelled for her I’®*'* 

husband, who grabbed a camera wsacauiarsnt , 1 . - u 'i. 

and ran outside. Both of SpCTicer's grandparents die photo shows it was a distant yq^ 1jx)w, there were a lot (tf 

■Ihe Trents told Tbe Oregonian died a couple of years ago. o^ not a hubcap hung on a tel- things going on in tl»»«r years, so 

that toe saucer came fiom the Dave Sanguinetti, special events ephonewire. it could have been aiiytlnng" 

northeast at about 7:45 pm., coordinator for the Hotel Oregon, In an Air Force investigation of But Putrpail Jke many Dswtnn 
changed direcdoiL then slipp^ said he’s not surprised about the the UFO i^xirts at toe Univetsity re^entsl kasn^ jobi^ toe UFO 
out of sight "It was like a gwxl- lack of interest in Dayton. of Colorado in 1967 — known as debate: > 

sized parWiute canopy without “It’s not a real popular subject toe Condon Report — Hartmaim “They say it’s a tegular occur- 
the strings, only sQv^ bright around tovim,” he said. “You never determined that the evidence was rence around here,” he said. “The 

mixed wito bmnze,” she said at toe know — it could have happened, ‘consist^t with toe assertion that Trents coidd’ve seen something 
time. “It was as pretty as anything I Die whole.area is a mecca for an exttkirdinaty flying object. It’s not a big deal, though. If they're 
ever saw.” sightittgs. ffifems like everyone has silvety, metallic, disk-shaped, tens out there, they’re oudtoere.” 




“1 doii t try to convmce anyone to toe public. Tickets are $5 for a 

of anything,” said Balthaser. If one UFO network member and $10 for 

person goes home convinced to re- non-members, 

search the topic, he is satisfied. Information about Balthaser’s 

Sunday’s gathering, at the lectures and research can be 3 

Rowan County Agriculture Cen- found on his Web site at 
ter, 2727-A Old Concord Road, www.truthseekeratroswell.com. 
lasts from 1 to 5 p.m. and is open 






GAZETTE, Janesville, Wl - Feb. 22,2000 CR: R. Haidan 

Were residents’ sightings of Rockford lights extraterrestrial? 



Bill Olmsted/Gazette Staff 


Joel Coan of Beloit shot video images of lights in the skies over 
Rockford, III., on Friday, Feb. 11. 


By Mike DuPre’ 

Gazette Staff 

Whatever else they might have 
been, the orange lights that Jeff 
Coan and his family saw over Rock¬ 
ford, Ill., the 
night of Feb. 

11 constitute a 
“close encoun¬ 
ter of the first 
kind.” 

What makes 
the Coans’ ex¬ 
perience more 
than an inter¬ 
esting, per¬ 
haps embel¬ 
lished, story is 
the 7*/4-min- 
ute videotape that 16-year-old Joel 
Coan shot of the five lights as they 
seemingly flew in formation and in 
maneuvers around each other. 

The Coans live in Beloit. That 
Friday night, 5-year-oid Hannah 
wanted to eat at Chuck E Cheese's 
pizzeria in Rockford, so her dad 
and mom, Jeff and Lori, packed up 
the family, and her older brother, 
Joel, brought along his new video 
camera. 

After the Coans left the restau¬ 


rant about 9:15 p.m., they were 
driving on State Street and saw 
the lights. 

“Traffic was busy,” Coan, 40, re¬ 
called. “We all saw ’em at some 
time. They were all flying so 
strangely, and they were so bright¬ 
ly orange. They were not that high, 
no more than a couple of thousand 
feet.” 

The Coans were not the only 
folks who saw the lights. 

Rockford media reported sever¬ 
al sightings on Feb. 11,12 and 16. 
Peter Davenport, director of the 
National UFO Reporting Center, 
said Monday that his private orga¬ 
nization had received as many as 
two dozen calls reporting the 
Rockford sightings. 

Furthermore, similar events 
were observed on or near the days 
in question in Florida, Arizona, Or¬ 
egon and Texas, he said. 

Observers’ reports of the sight¬ 
ings Feb. 11 and 12 already are 
posted on the center’s Web site, 
ufocenter.com, Davenport said, 
and he expected to have the obser¬ 
vations from Feb. 16, posted within 
acoupleofdays. 

“Everybody was looking at the 


same objects at the same time,” 
Davenport said of the Rockford 
sightings. 

Although he has not seen the 
Coans’ video, Davenport believes 
the lights that people saw over 
Rockford were not conventional 
aircraft because they were not 
lighted as conventional aiiplanes 
are—red light on left wing, green 
light on right wing. 

And Davenport doesn’t think 
the lights were on experimental 
military aircraft because he 
doesn’t think the military would 
risk an observation ofanewtop-se- 
cret aircraft or risk an easily de¬ 
tectable accident v/ith a new piece 
of equipment over a densely popu¬ 
lated area such as northern Illi¬ 
nois. 

The Rockford Police Depart¬ 
ment reported “no involvement” 
when a shift commander was 
asked if the department received 
any reports of sightings or if any of¬ 
ficers saw the lights. 

“We didn’t take any reports on 
it,” a shift commander at the Win¬ 
nebago County Sheriffs Depart¬ 
ment said when asked the same 
questions. 


Deputies heard scuttlebutt 
about sightings, but it wasn’t from 
other deputies talking about what 
they saw, the shift commander 
said. 

The Rockford Police Depart¬ 


ment’s statements oi no involve¬ 
ment” and “no reports” concern 
Karla Soeprasetyo, a resident of 
Rockford’s northeast side. 

On Feb. 16, Soeprasetyo’s four 
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children—ages 9,12,13, and 15— 
were going to bed about 9:30 p.m. 
when they called their mother to 
look at the lights in the sky. 

Soeprasetyo, 34, and her chil¬ 
dren saw two sets of orange lights: 
first one of five, then a diamond¬ 
shaped formation of four. 

“After the first one faded away, 
the second came in,” she said. 

Soeprasetyo is concerned about 
police saying they had no reports 
of sightings because she called the 
police to report hers. 

“The children were upset, so I 
called the local police,” said Soe¬ 
prasetyo, who also shot videotape 
of the lights. “I talked to the police 
department, but they didn’t know 
what they were. I told the kids they 
were weather balloons. I didn’t 
know what to say to my kids. 

“Being of sound mind and body, 
I can say there was something in 
the sky.” 

Earl Wilson, operations supervi¬ 
sor of the Rockford Airport control 
tower, said he was not aware of ra¬ 
dar confirmation of the phenome¬ 
na reported by residents. 

But, he added, “we see a lot of 
stuff that isn’t airplanes.” 
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Area 51, What Are You? 

Photos suggest it s home to missiles, not aliens 


By Kevin Fagan 
Chronicle Staff Writer 


N o little green men. No ornate 
flying saucers. No bizane, 
flashing force fields. 

So much for the big UFO con¬ 
spiracy theories about the ultra-se¬ 
cret Area 51 military test site in Ne¬ 
vada — for now, that is. 

A Web site in North Carolina last 
night posted the most extensive 
photos ever seen of Area 51, the fo¬ 
cus of more space-alien theories 
than just about any other place on 
Earth. And the breathlessly awaited 
answer to the question of what it 
looks like out there is: 


It’s a big, desert missile-and-air- 
craft range, that’s what. A mountain¬ 
ous, arid nowhere with a lot of run¬ 
ways, boxy buildings and crater 
holes from decades of bombing 
tests. 

Of course, the photos will now 
have to be peered at, analyzed and 
studied exhaustively by the vast 
community of extraterrestrial and 
governmental theorists, and they 
may yet find something that un¬ 
locks a secret or two. And nobody 


This image of the Groom Dry Lake 
Air Force Base was taken by a 
Russian satellite in 1998. 



knows, still, what bunkers or space¬ 
ships or aliens might be hiding be¬ 
neath the ground, away from the 
cameras, or inside the many moun¬ 
tains at the base. 

But at first transmission, the In¬ 
ternet photos yielded no smoking 
guns. Or particularly secret-looking 
stuff, for that matter. 

“We have some shots pretty 
much like those up on our wall right 
now, have had ’em for years. And 
they are plenty interesting, but I’m 
not sure they really prove anything,” 
said Carol Syska, director of the 
UFO Museum and Research Center 
in Roswell, New Mexico, another 
place that hears a lot of space-alien 
talk. Also in a desert, Roswell is 
where UFO aficionados say an ex¬ 
traterrestrial-populated cra^ 
slammed into the sand 52 years ago. 

“It’s going to take a lot more in¬ 
vestigation to know for sure,” Syska 
said. 

TTie pictures posted by Aerial Im¬ 
ages on www.terraserver.com are 
not, by any means, the first of the 
mysterious testing range, located 75 
miles north of Las Vegas in the vast, 
ecologically harsh and sparsely in¬ 
habited center of Nevada. 

Amateur sleuths of every stripe, 
fi^om the serious to the silly, have 
been distributing photos of the site 
for years. Presumably, they address 
theories that captur^ extratenestri- 
al craft or aliens are squineled away 
there, or that a sinister worldwide 
government is being plotted in se¬ 
cret bunkers. 

And there is no shortage of infor¬ 
mation to go with those photos — 
punching the words “Area 51 ” into 
the Yahoo search engine alone 
serves up 2,427 Web sites. However, 
photos to date have been missing 
parts of the 38,400-acre rectangular 
missile-and-testing range, and Aerial 
Images’ offerings are meant to fill in 
the gaps, company spokesman Da¬ 
vid Mountain said. 

The pictures, all in black and 
white, were snapped by a Russian 
satellite launched from Kazakstan in 
1998 by Aerial Images and five part¬ 
ners, including Microsoft, to map 
the Earth’s surface. 

“There’s high interest in Area 51, 
and we want to present images peo¬ 
ple want to see,” Mountain said, ex¬ 
plaining why the range is getting its 
own department on the Web site be- 
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fore other places, such as South 
America, for example. “We’re not 
really into the aliens angle of this, 
but there is certainly a lot in there 
for people who wonder about 
UFOs. 

“If people want to draw conclu¬ 
sions from what they see on our site, 
that’s fine.” 

The 20 images on the site are pre¬ 
sented pretty much as snapped, with 
mildly titillating headlines Eluding 
to the mystery around the range. 
One, showing a squiggle of airstrips 
in the bland desert sand, is labeled, 
“Mystery Airfield. What do YOU 
think this is?” 

'The resolution on the images is 
sharp enough to distinguish a car 
fi'om a truck. Mountain said, “but 
not a Ford fi'om a Chevy.” 'ITiey 
show tennis courts, runways, some¬ 
what conventional-looking military 
jets, a baseball field, hundreds of 
buildings and a swimming pool. 

Probably the most interesting ob¬ 
jects are the jagged craters from mis¬ 
sile testing, some blasted into the 
earth and some blasted out of the 
earth, and pictures of roads disap¬ 


pearing into the sides of mountains. 

“There’s all sorts of exciting stuff 
here,” said Mountain. ‘You’ve got 
an enormous area of restricted mili¬ 
tary land that’s never been seen this 
fully before.” 

'The Air Force, which already 
knows what is there, had little to say 
about the new photos yesterday. 
'The military did not acknowledge 
the existence of the testing range 
until recent years, and anything it 
does out there “is so classified, we 
can’t talk about it,” said Captain 
Cheryl Law, a spokeswoman at Air 
Force headquarters in Virginia. 

'The testing area is part of the Nel¬ 
lis Range Complex, and spreads out 
around Groom Dry Lake. Since the 
1950s, the base has been the labora¬ 
tory for top-secret aircraft develop¬ 
ment, including the U-2 and SR-71 
spy planes and the Stealth B-2 
bomber. 

Airspace is restricted over the 
range, but the new photos were al¬ 
lowed under a 1994 executive order 
and a 1992 international open-skies 
agreement. 

Base air controllers call the place 
Dreamland, but not Area 51 — that 
name sprouts from its designation 
on old gridded Nevada test-site 
maps. Local residents call it many 
things, including their touristy 
bread and butter. 

Among those who depend on a 
continuous stream of visitors is Pat 
Travis, who runs the Little A’Le’Inn, 
a motel just outside the base on the 
stretch of Highway 375 known as 
“The Extraterrestrial Highway.” 

Travis, not having a computer in 
the desert, said she would have to 
wait two days before she could see 
the new photos. But she said she was 
sure they would be “very impor¬ 
tant.” 
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‘Ghost planes’ crop up on airport’s radar 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

CHICAGO — False radar im¬ 
ages have been popping up on the 
screens of O’Hare International 
Airport’s air traffic controllers, 
forcing pilots to take sudden turns 
unnecessarily, the Chicago Sun- 
Times reported in its Sunday edi¬ 
tions. 

At least a dozen “ghost planes” 
have been reported during the last 
few weeks, the newspaper said, 
citing documents from the Termi¬ 
nal Radar Approach Control cen¬ 
ter in Elgin, Ill., and interviews 


with controllers. 

Controllers said that at least a 
few times, they have ordered pi¬ 
lots to take sudden turns to avoid 
what appeared to be planes on 
their radar, potentially putting 
passengers at risk 

“The ghosting is a complete ter¬ 
ror for the air traffic controllers,” 
said Charles Bunting, president of 
the Elgin local of the National Air 
Traffic Controllers Association. 

False radar images can appear 
when a crane or construction tow¬ 
er is put up, said Federal Aviation 


Administration spokesman To^ 
Molinaro. Planes from nearby air¬ 
ports also have appeared much 
closer to O’Hare than they actually 
were in recent weeks, controllers 
said. 

Molinaro said there have been 
13 ghost images in the last five 
weeks, rather than the eight or 
nine the FAA would usually ex¬ 
pect in that time period, “meaning 
we still need to look into them.” 

But Mike Egan, vice president 
of the controllers union at Elgin, 
accused the FAA of playing down 


the problem. “Maybe 130, but not 
13,” Egan said Friday. “We had a 
couple of them today, as a matter 
of fact.... They know there’s a prob¬ 
lem.” 

O’Hare controllers have also re¬ 
cently complained about the FAA’s 
plans to speed air traffic at O’Hare 
by stacking arriving planes verti 
cally around O’Hare’s air space 
rather than having them line up 
single-file. 

Bunting said the radar matter 
raises questions about the safety 
of the procedure. 


! Snooping’s Not Just 
I For Spies Any More 


< By WILLIAM J. BROAD 

X ■ OT so long ago, it seems, nations 
J were able to hide their armaments, 

5 1^1 misdeeds and fortresses from the 
B eyes of nosy civilians, while mlll- 

i taries could pry into most cqmers of the 
^ globe from spy satellites, khowlng they 
{u could control who could take a peek, 
a No more. Taking pictures from space is 
^ undergoing a revolution, and it is making 
some governments feel naked. 

Private companies in a growing number 
of countries are launching an increasingly 
sophisticated fleet of reconnaissance satel¬ 
lites, and governments are finding it harder 
and harder to restrict what snapshots are 
distributed to anyone willing to pay. 

. A recent case involves Area 51. a secret 
military installation in a secluded valley 
northwest of Las Vegas that is thought to be 
used to test advanced aircraft. For decades, 
the American government kept it off limits 
to cameras. Known officially as Groom 
Lake. It was veiled in high security, mysteri¬ 
ous lights and, U.F.O. buffs claim, test 
flights of captured alien spaceships. 

Last week, private sleuths won a quiet 
battle for openness at Area 51 — at least on 
what can be seen from the sky — as com¬ 
mercial rivals sold space photos of it. In the 
fast developing field of private photography 
from orbit, the episode suggests a new frail¬ 
ty for any efforts at state censorship. 

When civilian reconnaissance craft were 
first launched into space in 1972, there was a 
vast technological gap between them and 
their older but more powerful cousins, the 
military spy satellites. All the civilian pho¬ 
tos of sm^l otjjects in those days were 
fuzzy. But over the decades, they have be¬ 
come Increasingly sharp. At first, the 
spacecraft were able to show identihable 
objects no smaller than 100 meters ( 300 
feet). Then that number fell to 30, 10, 5, 2 
and now 1 meter, or 3 feet. At that resolu¬ 
tion, cars, roads, buildings, tanks, ships, jets 
and missiles can be distinguished. 

So far, only one company. Space Imaging, 
in Thornton, Colo., has put a one-meter craft 
Into orbit. But other companies in the United 
States, Russia, Japtm, Israel and South Ko¬ 
rea are planning to follow suit. 

Already, analysts say, commercial spy 
craft are so numerous and competitive as 
to undercut governmental efforts to curb 
what they disseminate. Russia can bar the 
operators of a Russian satellite from selling 
pictures of Chechnya, but it has no power 
over tin Americtin company. Likewise, any 
American efforts to control spying on Area 
51 were rendered moot last week when a 
Russian company put its imagery of the 
base on the market. Some snoop, the experts 
say, will always be willing to sell closeups of 
sensitive zones that some other nation 
wants off limits, encouraging a free-for-all. 

“It won’t last,” Ann M. Florini, a space 
reconnaissance expert at the Carnegie En¬ 


dowment In Washington, said of state cen¬ 
sorship. “It’s hard to imagine any foreign- 
policy situations where all the actors are 
going to get together and agree, ‘Yes, that 
imagery is not going to be disseminated.’ ” 
In military terms, of course, it’s been 
decades since any nation could count qn real 
security fcom the prying eyes of foes. 
Missile testing, bomb development and 
large-scale military operations have long 
been detected — or forced to try to hide 
from spy satellites by dint of camouflage 
and subterfuge. Even so. It hasn’t usually 
been to the spyer’s advantage to make its 
discoveries public, since a cardinal rule of 
espionage is to keep your discoveries to 
yourself. And that. In a way, made the game 
all the more secretive and manageable. 

But commercial companies don’t play by 
those rules. What is new is the prospect that 
any country’s secrets will come unpredict- 
ably under public display in ways that could 
embarrass governments, tip their hands in 
war and debate, or show sensitive installa¬ 
tions to terrorists or just pltiin mischief- 
makers. Imagine if the F.B.I.’s and K.G.B.’s 
eavesdropping gear suddenly fell into the 
hands of voyeurs, and you get a hint of the 
queasiness now felt in high places. 

For a time, even after cameras started 
zooming, states could exert some control 
over civil reconnaissance from space. In 
1995, India lofted a craft that took five- 
meter images. It photographed the world, 
but blocked photos of its own military bases. 
And in 1996, after the Clinton Administra¬ 
tion approved the taking of one-meter pho¬ 
tos, American supporters of Israel won a 
law limiting the sharpness of images of 
Israel to the best obtainable by any foreign 
company. Today, that means two-meter 
sharpness, which a Russian company sells. 

I N the United States, the investigative 
use of space imagery has been strongly 
encouraged by the Public Eye program 
of the Federation of American Scien¬ 
tists, a private group in Washington that 
promotes arms control and has bought sat¬ 
ellite photos in a systematic effort to fight 
military censors. In January, it revealed a 
North Korean missile base, and in March a 
Pakistani nuclear reactor and missile site. 

Its newest target is Area 51, and it played 
a big role in the release of the new imagery. 

Public Eye ordered Area 51 photos from 
Space Imaging last winter — to no avail, 
leaving it wondering whether there had 
been what experts call “shutter control,” a 
right that American officials assert to at 
times restrict American-owned civil spy 
cameras, or self-censorship by Space 
Imaging, which is owned mainly by Lock¬ 
heed Martin, a military contractor, and 
whose largest customer is the Pentagon. 
The company denied there had been either. 

The logjam broke Monday when a rival 
American company. Aerial Images, based 
in Raleigh, N.C., released Russian two-me¬ 
ter photos of the secretive base. 


f Request 
I about UFOs 
I dismissed 

By Senta Scarborough 

^ The Arizona Republic 

ffi 

a There may be aliens out there, 

^ but a federal judge is convinced 

< that the government doesn’t have 
O any proof of it. 

g U.S. District Chief Judge Ste- 

< phen McNamee decided Thurs¬ 
day that the fedmxl govomment 
had made a reasonable effort to 
provide information on mysteri¬ 
ous triangular-stuqied aerial craft 
and dismissed the case brought 
by a Scottsdale man. 

“This case is not one over the 
existence or non-existence of 
UFOs, but whether the govern¬ 
ment has conducted a reasonable 
search regarding information on 
specific aerial modes of trans¬ 
portation,” McNamee wrote in 
his ruling. 

In January 1999, Peter Ger- 
sten, executive director of Citi¬ 
zens Against UFO Secrecy, filed 
a lawsuit under the Freedom of 
Information Act for all docu¬ 
ments related to “unidentifiable 
and unique aerial objects,” some 
of which were reported over the 
Valley in March 1997. 

“Well, I’m disappointed, of 
course. I’m not surprised. I 
thought he would dismiss it, 
which is typical of all FOIA cases 
brought about for UFO docu¬ 
ments,” Gersten said Thursday. 

The documents provided by 
the deadline did not shed any 
light on the mysterious objects, 
Gersten said. 

At first, the Defense Depart¬ 
ment said it conducted a search 
of its records and found nothing. 

But the judge wanted proof of 
a “reasonable” search. So last 
month, he ordered the Defense 
Department to show specifics. 

In response, three documents 
were filed showing that federal 
agencies had used 32 specific 
terms, including “UFO,” “space¬ 
craft” and “alien craft,” in its 
database search. 

Gersten won’t give up. He said 
that he will continue to press for 
information but added that he 
most likely won’t appeal McNa- 
mee’s decision. 6 



LOOKING BACK 


I Vte ^isi:afSide 
i Flying Saucers and 
iA Handsome Irishman 

lU 

z 

g By Maryland McCormick 

pE T AST WEEK Desmond Leslie, younger son of our Irish 
> I j friend, Sir Shane Leslie, was in town. This very hand- 
Q some young man has written, in collaboration with 
3 George Adamski, a book called “Flying Saucers Have 
Landed.” One cannot exactly laugh off these flying disks 
now. So many have been seen by people in all parts of the 
world. Records shdw that about 1,800 are sighted a month. 

Mr. Leslie claims in his book that celestial cars or 
vlmamas, as he would rather call flying saucers, are not 
new to this world. They were written about in early Sanskrit 
more than 4,000 years ago. The Bible refers to them as fiery 
chariots, and all ancient races have records of men from 
other planets visiting the earth. These visitors from Mars or 
Venus are of a higher plane, both literally and figuratively 
speaking. They do not have wars. They are a kindly people 
and come to us more often in time of stress and trouble. Our 
atom bomb has distressed the solar system, a very large 
place to disturb, considering it is millions of miles from one 
planet to the next, perhapS requiring several years of travel¬ 
ing at the speed of light, a mere 186,000 miles per second! 

That is travel as we know it, but perhaps we are wrong. 
Suppose light does not travel. What is light? Perhaps in a 
hundred years, we will go on a trip to Jupiter like we now 
go to Europe or the orient 

• • • 

C IVILIZATIONS hav^e been here on this earth and,then 
have disappeared. We know something of the ancient 
Egyptians, Greeks, Aztecs, and many others, even of the 
lost Atlantis. Why did these people and most of their history 
perish? Wars and pestilence account for many, but could 
not some cataclysmic disaster, such as the hydrogen bomb, 
be the answer? Mr. Leslie tells of 50,000 persons, dwellings, 
trees, and elephants being burned and charred by a terrible 
weapon somewhat like fire. This was written 10,000^ years 
before Nagasaki. He quotes from' Mausall Parva. I believe 
there have been civilizations possessed with greater knowl¬ 
edge than we have. As we read in our daily newspapers of 
our so-called progress, wars, tind politics, does not one won¬ 
der whether we are not headed for complete destruction? 

Desmond Leslie’s book offers many facts about jet pro¬ 
pulsion, super-metals that glow in weird colors, landing 
gears, and planes that can reverse in a split second and 
travel from a leisurely pace to 18,000 miles per hour. He 


showed me pictures of a cigar shaped spacecraft about 
2,000 feet long. He and his collaborator have many pictures 
of flying saucers as they left the mother ship, supposedly 
for exploration. 

• • • 

T here are flying saucers; whether they are vehicles 
from Mars or new instruments the army and navy are 
making, I do not know. Dr. Donald Menzel of Harvard uni¬ 
versity, in his book, “Flying Saucers,” calls them everyday 
natural phenomena. Young Leslie answers this with some 
powerful arguments and facts, foremost, that anything new 
is looked upon either with ridicule or distress and human 
nature does not ask for drastic changes. 

When Mr. Leslie first showed me his pictures and told 
me about the flying vimamas, I facetiously asked, as he is 
Irish, whether it could not be the little people, or lepre¬ 
chauns, that had influenced him. He then asked me if I 
knew anyone who ever had seen a flying saucer. Yes, my 
good friend and neighbor, Kemper Wetmore, told me she 
saw a strange object about 4 o’clock in the morning south 
of her house. The thing was about 35 feet wide and looked 
like a porthole with doughnuts surrounding it. When she 
related this apparition I asked her if she did not have a 
fever, or had been struck on the head, or had had mince 
pie or too much champagne for dinner, buf now I am not 
so sure. Mrs. Wetmore is a 
conservative person. Her 
banker husband told her she 
had had a nightmare and not 
to relate it to anyone.- It 
sounded too fantastic. Per¬ 
haps she did have a dream, 
or did she really see a celes¬ 
tial car? 

Mr. Leslie might go down 
In history, or perhaps when 
he was a child his Irish 
nurse may have had too 
much imagination. 

If one could go to the 
moon, I would like to go on 
the -first supersonic airplane 
and fly into tlie vast un¬ 
known. I would send back to 
earth a letter to our secre¬ 
tary of state, Mr. John Foster 
Dulles, recommending this 
mode of travel. Think of the 
time he could save. He could 
have cocktails in Washing¬ 
ton and dinner in Hong 
Kong. 


i Astronomer Sees 
I Big Half Circles 

i HOBBS (>P)—'R. S. Fleming, 
i amateur astronomer, has re- 
S ported seeing five huge half 
3 circles, outline by pale lights, 
S speed across southeastern New 
^ Mexico skies Thursday night. 

Fleming was watching through 
his telescope when he saw the 
objects, one at a time, at alti¬ 
tudes ranging from 5000 to 12,- 
000 feet, he estimated. He said 
they were “about twice the size 
of a B36 flying low.” 

“In three years of watching 
the skies,” Fleming said, “I 
have seen weather baloons up 
to 116 'feet in size, comets, 
meteor showers and jet planes, 
and these were none of them.” 

Fleming estimated speed of 
the objects as about twice that 
of a jet. 

He said he and his family 
saw them as semi-circles bi¬ 
sected by a straight line. No 
solid body could be seen—jpst 
.'he pearly lights,, Fleming said. 


I Hints of Space Travel, 
i But Not hy Earthlings 


• By Bill Moore. 

S M Umhtr at Ttia Star's statt.) 

^ rpHE flying saucer and 
2 -I space ship realm was ex- 

3 amined at length here yes¬ 
terday afternoon by John 
i Otto, a Chicago patent devel- 
c opment engineer and investi- 
3 gator for Flying Saucers In- 
ternational. 

The examination was, in 
fact, a little too complete for 
many in Otto’s audience. At 
the end of a couple of hours 
they began to slip away, ob¬ 
viously feeling that they had 
been served with more sau¬ 
cers and assorted heavenly 
craft than they would be 
able to assimilate in one day. 
Has Many Pictures. | 
Otto spoke at a meeting ofi 
the Unidentified Flying Ob-I 


jects Study club of Kansas 
City in the Paseo high school 
auditorium. He came 
equipped with a large bundle 
(yes, a great many) of picture 
slides. It took time, of course, 
to wade through just a repre¬ 
sentative sampling. 

At the outset Otto’s audience 
numbered about 550. He be¬ 
gan showing the slides, with 
little in the way of introduc¬ 
tory remarks, at about 2;50 
o’clock. By the time the pro¬ 
jectionist had worked his way 
down to the bottom of the 
pile, and Mr. Otto was ready 
to answer questions from the 
audience, probably a fourth 
of his listeners (or viewers) 
had gone home to rest, relax 
and perhaps to contemplate. 

The collection of photo¬ 


graphic slides, appropriately 
titled “From Out of This 
World,” encompassed every¬ 
thing from bright globs of 
light in the sky to distinctive 
appearing craft complete with 
domes or turrets. 

‘Mother Ships’ on View. 

There were photographs of 
machines which Otto de¬ 
scribed as “mother ships”— 
something on the order of an 
aircraft carrier. It appeared 
that smaller craft had been 
launched from the mother. 
Otto said the camera had 
caught the smaller ships “peel¬ 
ing off” to make a few sweeps 
of their own. 

Sort of throwing out some¬ 
thing to ponder, Otto brought 
up the question of whether 
atomic blasts from earth are 
disturbing the citizenry of 
other planets—possibly inter¬ 
rupting their communications, 
for one thing. 

“Maybe that’s why we’ve 


been getting so many flying 
saucers in these recent years,” 
he suggested. “Maybe the 
people of other planets .are 
saying, ‘What in the world is 
going, on down there on earth. 

. . . let’s go have a look.’ ” 

Apparently there’s lots of 
activity these days (and 
nights) on the moon, Otto 
said. Strange lights are show¬ 
ing up on the moon, bridges 
being built, and much stirring 
about. Many strange craft seen 
departing from the moon. 

Are the residents of other 
planets using the moon as a 
staging area? 

Not a very comfortable 
thought. But, as Otto says, if 
you don’t feel up to dealing 
with it today, just hang it on 
the hook for a while. What 
we don’t understand today, 
we’ll maybe understand to¬ 
morrow. 
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In France, Rumors Are Flying ... 
Or Maybe They Are Saucers 


By Crosby S, Noyes 

Fersign Cerrsspondtnt of Th* Stor 

PARIS.—Readers of the classi¬ 
fied ad columns of the Brest 
Telegramme blinked recently at 
the following notice: 

REWARD 

Offer of 10 million francs 
($28,000) to any one who 
brings me a live Inhabitant of 
the planet Mars. Contact PRE 
at LOCRONAN (Pinlstere). 

It may be that Mr. Pre has his 
tongue in his cheek and a good 
deal less than 10 million’ francs 
in his pocket. But considering 
what is goiilg on in Europe these 
days you never know. . . . 

Cedric Allingham, if his inter¬ 
ests had been more mercenary 
than scientific, might have 
cleaned up. Mr. Allingham is a 
Scot. He is also a profe.ssional 
ornithologist and an amateur 
astronomer. His big chance came 
last February 18, about 3:30 pm., 
in the course of a stroll between 
Lossiemouth and Buckie in Scot¬ 
land. The fiylng saucer landed 
on the heath only a few yards 
away. 

"A magnificent machine,” Mr. 
Allingham repoi-ted later. "About 
50 feet wide and 20 feet high. 
Made of metal, shinier than 
aluminum. As I walked over a 
trap in the lower part opened 
and a man jumped out grace¬ 
fully. I waved at him and he 
waved back. Then we just sort 
of stared at each other for a 
while. 

"We both looked pretty much 
alike—about 6 feet 9 inches, 
around the same age (32), short, 
dark hair. Clothes, of course, 
were Quite different. He had on 
a sort of tunic covering him 
completely to the neck, leaving 
only bis hands-free. Sort of 
like a coat of mall, One thing 
especially caught my attention: 
His nose, or rather two small 
tubes which emerged from his 
nostrils, connected by a metal 
bar no thicker than a match....” 

Thinking fast, Mr. Allingham 
decided that his responsibility 
both as a scientist and an earth¬ 
ling required him to take the 
conversational initiative. By 
way of an obvious opening gam¬ 
bit, he pointed a questioning 
finger toward the sky. 

Had a Charming Smile. 

"The man nodded affirmative¬ 
ly and smiled,” Mr. Allingham 
related. “He had a charming 
smile. Then I took out my pad 
and drew a sketch—the sun in 
the middle and three circles rep¬ 
resenting Mercury, Venus and 
the Earth. I pointed to the 
third circle and then to myself. 
He agreed. Then I pointed to 
the second circle and to the 
man. To my suiiprise, he shook 
his head—he didn't come from 
Venus. . . . 

"Then 1 drew axfourth circle 
representing Mars. I showed it 
to him smd'^this time the man 
agreed. I said ‘Mars’ and he 
repeated 'Mars’ in a voice which 
can’t be described but which 
could be compared to the sound 
of spring water.” 

After this promising beginning, 
the conversation lagged. Further 
questions produced little in the 
way of new information about 
life on Mars or the workings of 
flying saucers. It was established, 
however, that the Martians had 
also made trips to Venus and 
had landed on the moon. Finally, 
the Martian, who showed an 
astonishing lack of curiosity 
about Mr. Allingham, decided 
it -was time to leave. 

Before going, however, he 
agreed to a few snapshots of 
himself and his machine. Un¬ 
fortunately, for all his knowledge 
of bird-lore, astronomy and In- 
terplanetai-y small talk, Mr. Al¬ 


lingham turned out to be no 
great shakes as a photographer. 
His developed film showed only 
the blurred but surprisingly 
human-looking back of the re¬ 
treating space traveler. The pic¬ 
ture of the saucer has all the 
definition of a badly poached 
egg. 

Before the takeoff, Mr. Alling¬ 
ham was allowed to touch the 
saucer which he did, gingerly, 
with one finger. “I was a little 
scared," he replied. "Afraid of 
an electric shock or something. 
But the machine was only 
strangely warm.” A few moments 
later, the visitor waved his guest 
away and climbed hastily back 
inside the saucer. There was a 
light whoosh as it rose rapidly 
and disappeared. 

Flooded by Reports. 

Although Mr. Allingham has 
written a book about his ex¬ 
perience and stood ’ the best 
chance of earning Mr. Pre’s re¬ 
ward, he has no corner on the 
Martian market. Within recent 
weeks, European newspapers 
have been flooded with scores of 
hardly less intriguing reports; 

On the night of September 10, 
near Quarouble in Northern 
France, an oblong machine about 
10 feet long landed on a railroad 
track a few yards from the 
house of farmer Marius Dewilde. 
Two small man-like creatures 
emerged, dressed in costumes 
that looked like divers’ suits. As 
Mr. Dewilde walked toward the 
machine, he was paralyzed by a 
green light. By the time he re¬ 
covered, the machine was high 
in the sky. Further investiga¬ 
tions showed symetrical scrapes 
on the wooden railroad ties, 
suggesting that the object had 
rested on a tripod undercarriage. 

The sapae evening a farmer 
named Adtoine Mazaud of the 
Plateau of Mlllevaches in South¬ 
ern France turned in a similar 
report to the local authorities. 
Walking home, Mr. Mazaud had 
found himself suddenly face to 
face with a small, mysterious 
stranger, wearing something 
that looked like a crash heimet. 
Farmer Mazaud prudently ex¬ 
tended his pitchfork. The strang¬ 
er, on the contrary, held out his 
hand in a gesture of friendship, 
walked up, uttered a few sounds 
and kissed Mr. Mazaud on the 
cheek. Before the farmer could 
recover his poise, the amiable 
intruder had climbed the road¬ 
side hedge and entered a cigar¬ 
shaped contraption which took 
off with a faint buzzing stund. 

On September 24 at 10 a.m. in 
the Gardunha Mountains near 
the Spanish border, three Portu¬ 
guese peasants were startled by 
a fast-flying sphere which land¬ 
ed in a field 200 yards from 
them. This time, two tall crea¬ 
tures emerged in shiny metallic 
outfits and started collecting 
grass and stones in a brightly 
polished box. Spotting the peas¬ 
ants, they strolled over and in¬ 
vited the men by gestures to 
climb into their machine, where 
moving shadows could be seen 
behind the semitransparent cen¬ 
ter section. When the offer was 
declined, the strangers disap¬ 
peared through a hatch. A few 
seconds later, the sphere took off 
vertically and rapidly disap¬ 
peared. 

"Flying Mushroom.” 

On September 30 at 5:10 p.m. 
Bernard Goujon and Armand 
Pichet were working on the road 
between-Maisoncelles and Meaux 
when a "flying mushroom” 
eight feet wide settled grace¬ 
fully nearby. Mr. Pichet. from 
a vantage point in the: roadside 
ditch, urged Mr. Goujon to 
"run over and have a look.” 
According to Mr. Goujon’s re¬ 
port to the gendarmes, the 


mu^'oom seemed to he . made 
out of aluminum and rested on 
thiee crutches. It took off as he 
approached “spiraling like an 
autumn leaf” and was lost in 
the clouds. Next morning the 
authorities duly, noted three 
deep Imprints in the ground. 

On October 5 at 7:15 a.m. 
another roadworker named Gus¬ 
tave Narcy was bicycling to 
work near Wassy near Paris 
when he noticed an unusual¬ 
looking creature climbing out of 
a 30-foot cigar. Mr. Narcy’s 
description was very precise. 
The stranger was 3 feet 11 inches 
tall. His body was covered with 
hair. He was wearing a large 
orange corset and a helmet made 
of plush. A moment of mutual 
staring ensued after which Mr. 
Narcy said good-morning. The 
stranger, apparently u n r e - 
assured, scrambled back into his 
fuselage and flew away. An in¬ 
vestigation of the spot revealed 
skid-marks on the grass and a 
strange milky substance. 

Reports like these are run-of- 
the-mill, chosen at random from 
literally hundreds of similar in¬ 
cidents that have been brought 
to public attention within the 
last few weeks. The stories have 
an Interesting mixture of variety 
consistency. The flying what¬ 
nots are always luminous by day 
or night. .They are described as 
saucers, mushrooms, cigairs, bar¬ 
rels, bananas, spheres and cham¬ 
ber pots. The pilots-vary in size 
as well as wardrobe, ranging in 
size from dwarfs to giants. In 
all cases, the visitors have been 
pictured as mannerly but timid; 
In several cases the use ^-df 
harmless weapons hak-been'im¬ 
ported—in several others the 'in¬ 
truders have shown an Interest 
in collecting vegetable and min¬ 
eral specimens near at hand. 

The scientists have come up 
with plenty of explanations. A 
report from Russia (bat the past 
summer lias been unusually hot 
oh Mars has led to the journalis- 
tie deduction that the Martians 
are coming over for a breath of 
fresh air. The summer in West¬ 
ern Europe has been anything 
but hot. In Africa, the vice presi¬ 
dent of the Astronomic Associa¬ 
tion of Nairobi suggests that 
Mars is conducting a geographic 
survey of the Earth, concentrated 
presently on Europe and Africa. 
Professor Herman Oberth, the 
German scientist who designed 
the V-2, has a theory that the 
unearthly visitors are really in¬ 
telligent plants called "Uranl- 
des”, millions of years more ad¬ 
vanced than human beings. The 
politicians are also getting into 
the act: In Prance Jean Nocher, 
Gaullist deputy from the Loire 
District, has formally demanded 
an investigation by the Secre¬ 
tary for Air. 

All of which, probably, proves 
very little. Except that people in 
Europe today have more serious 
things to worry about than re¬ 
arming the Germans. And that 
if Mr. Pre of Locronan is daft, 
he has. as least, plenty of com¬ 
pany. 


NEWS, Chicago, IL - July 26,1955 

Mystery 
^Thing^ Lands 
Amid 6 Kids 


It came from outer space — 
maybe — and James G u t i 11 o 
doesn’t know what to do with it. 

"It just missed my six kids. 
It could’ve killed them,” Gutillo, 
40, said Tuesday. 

Gutillo and his wife Lena, 35, 
were sitting in the yard of his 
home on the grounds of the Chi¬ 
cago Hou.se of Correction prison 
(arm at 7121 Joliet rd., Lyons 
Township, Monday night when 
"it” happened. 


GUTILLO, assistant superin¬ 
tendent at the farm, said, "The 
kids were tossing a volleyball 
around, playing dodge ball. I 
was talking to Lena. 


"Then I said, ‘Look at that!’ 
A blue thing with a yellow tall 
streaked through the sky. 

"It landed right in the middle 
of my kids. Paul came running 
over and said, ’Daddy, we’ve got 
a message container from a fly¬ 
ing saucer. We’re going to open 
it.’ 

"I said, ’You've been reading 
too many comic books.’ ” 

• • • 

GUTILLO’S children cracked 
the object with a sledge ham¬ 
mer and brought it to him. 
smoking, on a shovel. 

"It smelled burnt,” he said. 
"It’s mushroom-shaped with a 
hard, spongy look like molten 
rock and metal all blended to¬ 
gether. 

"It weighs about 30 pounds 
and it was a little bigger than 
the volleyball. It looks dirty 
grayish." 


AMERICAN, Chicago, IL - Jan. 27,1955 

Documentary 
Saucer Film 
in Premiere 


DETROIT, Jan. 27 (INS)—An 
overflow crowd jammed the 
Detroit Institute of Arts last 
right for the premiere of the 
first documentary motion pic¬ 
ture o flying saucers. 

What they saw, accompanied 
by a screech-like feedback on a 
microphone, was a whirling 
white mass bouncing around 
California mountains. 

The film, “we Have Seen the 
Saucers,’’ was produced in Cal¬ 
ifornia under the sponsorship 
of the Detroit I'lying Saucer 
Club. 

It included eyewitness testi¬ 
mony, along with films by a 
California businessman. 

Thomas Eichoff, who has 
studied the subject to establish 
"what we can believe” about 
saucers, said: 

“The most amazing thing 
about the film was the fact 
that the government let 
these eyewitnesses testify. 

‘‘The airline pilots. Army 
officials and citizens who 
tell of the sightings in this 
film had been, and as far as 
I know still are, under tight 
government security regula¬ 
tions.’’ 
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FOREIGN NEWS 


[All British clippings courtesy of Timothy Good, unless otherwise credited.] 


STAR, Whitehorse, Yukon, Csnsds - April 20, 2000 CR: G. Conwsy 



Dnminabr LEAH ISAAC SBrBwtobyVSICEFBJOeorr 


WITNESS TO UFO - Petty Crossing resident Leah isssc is seen in Whitehorse today with daughter Una-Lee Lucas, three months, and partner Darrsii Lu ca s. 
isaac mrwie the accompanyirtg sketch from her experlerKS on the North KkmdWce Highw a y early on the morning of March 30. 

UFO makes woman leery of night travel 



By STEPHANIE WADDELL 

Star Reporter 

For Leah ItMC, a strange encounter 
with the third kiiid on March 30 made 
a believer oitt (rfcbe fonner skqiCic. 

The episode, meanwhile, is attract¬ 
ing the interest of the American media. 

“I can't even travel at night any- 
naore,’* the Felly Oossing resideitt told 
the Star in Whitehorse this morning. 

Shortly after 5 a.m. on the day in 
question. Isaac was travelling to Felly 
^m Whitehorse along the North 
KkxMlike Highway with a fiiend when 
they came around a comer at Little Fox 
Lake to a sight neither had seen before. 

About IS to 22 metres (50 to 75 
feet) away was a disc-shaped aircraft 
hovering about 60 metres (2CX) ft.) off 
the ground. 

*Tt was silver and transparent." she 
noted. "It was like a mirror. It was 


almost lil» you could see ri^t throu^ 
the craft. 

‘Tt's so hard to explain because you 
never see that kind of material. It’s 
almost like you can see right through 
h." 

Inside the craft appeared a blue, 
turquoise colour, but site did iK>t see a 
pilot nor anyone in die craft uliich she 
noted was "so advanced. 

*T was really scared, but I was really 
shocked when I’ve seen h," Isaac said. 
"We were both shaking." 

Isaac’s analog watch stopped, while 
another fhend’s digital watch went into 
chrono mode, the truck’s tape deck 
stopped and the lights on her vehicle 
dimined. 

"Everything went dead." she said. 

Isaac reported the craft seemed to 
be somewhat confused at their pres¬ 
ence. After about Hve seconds, it shot 
in ftont of their vehicle and stopped 


instantly on the left side of the road. 

Isaac reported that she had never 
seen anything move so fast, and it made 
no noise. 

"I think if it wanted to hurt us, it 
probably would've," she said. 

As Isaac kept driving through the 
experience, her eyes were peeled on 
the site, while her friends told her to 
"floor it” 

They took off after the craft dis^ 
peered and didn’t look back for fear 
that it would follow them. It was about 
five minutes before the watches started 
again and 10 minutes before the tape 
player resumed working. 

*T was driving really fast, as fast as 
I ever drove, and then when we stopped 
somewhere, we were just shaking." 

When they got to I^Uy, they began 
laughing about the event and th^ reac¬ 
tions to it. 

"I didn’t even watch where I was 


driving," she said. Tt’s just fiinny now 
that you think about it" 

Although Isaac and her friend had 
initially agreed not to tell anyone, 
before they got iitto FeUy, ttiey dumged 
their minds. 

When Isaac arrived at her mother’s 
bouse in Felly, she immediately drew 
a picture of the craft, wrote about it and 
began telling her mother the stcxy. 

"She was really excited, too." 

Isaac also contacted other friends 
and family that day to tell them about 
her experience, vhiile some say she 
"has made up a good story," others 
believe her. There have been numer¬ 
ous sightings around Fox Lake over 
the years. Martin Jasek, Yukon UFO 
researcher was interviewed yestoxlay 
by a Florida TV station about some 
recent sightings. 

‘It’s reality. I’m just telling people 
what I’d seen," said Isaac. 


In the three weeks since the expe¬ 
rience, she has spoken widi the media, 
including a Los Angeles radio station, 
in hopes that others will come out with 
their own stories. 

Although she’s still scared to drive 
alone at night, it has tweaked her 
curiosity and changed the way she 
views ttiings. 

*T think people should be aware of 
what’s going on in the Yukon." she 
said. *Thae’8 more sightings now than 
ever." 

Before the experience, she was 
slmpCical of other life in die universe, 
but now she is curious to know what’s 
out there and has considered going 
back to the site early in the morning to 
see if she can find out more. She’s curi¬ 
ous as to why the ship was lingering 
near telej^ne poles. 

“Ott universe is so big, there must 
be something out there," she said. 


g WHAT I SAW THAT DAY CHANGED MY WHOLE CONCEPT OF LIFE g 


Does Porton Down hold the 
key to the mystery 
creatures from outer space ? 


By David Wilkes 


A n out of this world 
twist was yesterday 
added to a top secret 
defence laboratory’s murky 
history. 

Sensational new research by 
acclaimed UFO investigator Nick 
Redfern claims soldiers were 
ordered to rush aliens’ bodies to 


Porton Down in Wiltshire following 
a flying saucer crash. 


One of the troops, who goes by the 
assumed name James Prescott to protect 
himself from top brass who are furious he 
leaked confidential information, told how 
he and his team were ordered to load two 


large oblong boxes into their vehicle. 


In a chilling echo of the Roswell 
Incident, when the American author¬ 
ities allegedly recovered aliens’ bod¬ 
ies from New Mexico in 1947, Mr 
Prescott and his colleagues were 
ordered to go to the Chemical and 
Biological Defence Establishment at 
Porton Down. 

“Once inside the boxes were 
opened by staff at the facility in our 
presence. We were shocked to see two 
creatures which had been placed 
inside decontamination suits," he 
said. 

“When the suits were fully opened 
it was obvious the creatures were 
clearly not of this world and when 
examined, were found to be dead. 
What I saw in the boxes that day 
made me change my whole concept of 
life. 

“The bodies were about five to six 
feet tall, humanoid in shape, but so 
thin they looked almost skeletal with 


a covering skm. 

“Although I did not see a craft at 
the scene of the recovery, 1 was 
informed that a large craft had 
crashed and was recovered by other 
military units.” 

.Mr Prescott was scrambled from a 
base in the South of England to 
attend what he thought would turn 
out to be a military exercise in the 
Ber^n mountains. North Wales. On 
arrival, he noticed a great deal of 
ground and aircraft activity. 

H e and four others were told 
to go to Llandderfel and 
were under strict orders not 
to stop for any civilians. When they 
got there, they were told to load the 
boxes. 

Mr Prescott, who is now elderly 
and retired from the Army^ said some 
time after his bizarre deliwry, he met 


up with other members of his unit 
who informed him they had trans¬ 
ported the bodies of live alien beings 
to Porton Down. 

Mr Redfern said he was inclined to 
believe the story, which he recounts 
in his book Cosmic Crashes, about 
the events of the night of January 20, 
1974, because Mr Prescott had first 
confided in Tony Dodd, a retired 
police Sergeant who was a wholly 
trustworthy source. 

Meanwhile, Mr Dodd’s painstak¬ 
ing research into documents declassi¬ 
fied under the 30-year rule at the 
public records oflice have shown 
Porton Down was using a cuttings 
service to receive newspaper articles 
about UFOs. 

Details of the incident remain clas¬ 
sified and the Ministry of Defence 
has refused to comment. Other theo¬ 
ries about what happened that night 


include a nuclear weapon accident 
and even an earthquake. 

Mr Dodd, who served for 25 years 
in the Yorkshire force, said he was 
still investigating the incident. 

Porton Down, near Salisbury, is 
currently at the centre of an inquiry 
into chemical warfare experiments 
on human guinea-pigs. 

Retired civil servant Denis 
Plunkett, the founder and chairman 
of the West-based British Flying 
Saucer Bureau, said: “The 
Government should come clean with 
the public about UFOs and get rid of 
these secrecy orders. 

“I believe the public are being very 
subtly conditioned to accept that 
alien life forms are a probability 
rather than a possibility." 

•Nick Redfern is giving a talk to the 
British Flying Saucer Bureau tonight 
at 7.30pm at the Friends Meeting 
House, Gloucester Road, 
Bishopston. 
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LOOKING FORWARD 



SEARCHING SPACE: Unidentified Fiying Object investigator Omar Fowier with a UFO artifact from Nezca in 

CLOSER TO 
THE TRUTH 


O MAR Fowler of Sin- 
fin, Derby, loves the 
city because it takes 
him closer to his hobby - 
the study of UFOs. 

“I moved from Surrey to Derby 
some 10 years ago, and I already 
had an interest in the increasing 
number of unusual sightings of ob¬ 
jects in the sky. 

“Once in the mid-60s I was walking 
through Guildford and came across a 
crowd of people looking skyward. 

“When I glanced up I saw, at about 
2000 ft, a silver ball hovering, quite still 
and silent. It suddenly appeared to spin. 


by Catherine Edwards 

and wilhin a split .second it disappeared. 

“When 1 moved to Derby, my inter¬ 
est in unidenliried flying objects was 
still with me. and I formed the Phe¬ 
nomenon Research As.sociation. 

“The added bonus about Derby is the 
high number of technically qualified 
engineers living in the area. 

“This means that meetings are able 
to take a more scientific approach to the 
subject of UrO craft and their possible 
means of propulsion. 

“We are currently studying Flying 
Triangle craft, a type of UFO that ap¬ 
pears frequently in Derby. 


“In just one year we recorded 52 fly¬ 
ing triangle incidents, and witnesses 
were able to give more balanced ac¬ 
counts of their sightings and to note de¬ 
tails that might otherwise have been 
ignored. 

“For example, a Rolls-Royce devel¬ 
opment engineer was able to give pre¬ 
cise details about an objects altitude, 
position and behaviour after a sighting 
last March. 

“Our UFO investigations continue 
and our membership has now extended 
to France, Germany, Guatemala, Aus¬ 
tralia and the USA. 

“I had little idea when I moved to 
Derby of the interesting time ahead, or 
of the many friends I would make.” 


DAILY RECORD, Glascotw, Scotland - Nov. 17,1990 

We believe in an alien nation 


THE truth isn’t out there - 
it’s much closer to home. 

More than one in four 
Britons believe aliens are 
already visiting Earth and 
mixing in with the rest of us, 
a survey revealed yesterday. 

The poll by lager giant 
lleineken showed seven out 
of 10 believe alien lifeforms 
exist and 27 per cent think 
they already visit earth. 


Only five per cent 
dismissed all hope of there 
being life on other planets. 

Men are less sceptical 
than women - 80 per cent of 
males compared to 62 per 
cent of females believe in 
little green men. 

And when asked what 
they would like aliens to 
bring with them, more than 
half wanted advanced medi¬ 


cines to fight diseases such 
as cancer. 

Others mentioned new 
technology and energy 
sources while a handful of 
people wanted aliens to 
bring back Elvis. 

The survey was conducted 
as part of a special Millen¬ 
nium project by Heineken in 
which they plan to beam a 
million messages into space. 


CHRONICLE, Bath, England - Sept. 8,1999 

Ancient UFO 

I HAVE a distinct memory of 
seeing what for me was an UFO 
many years ago and I wonder if 
you or any of your readers can 
help? The year was around I960- 
1962 and it was a light summer 
evening. I was walking down 
Coronation Avenue and looking 
across the valley I saw a large 
orange disc pass right to left over 
Lansdown. Any suggestions? 

DAVID OSBORNE 
Taiping, Malaysia. 

thewriter@the.net.my 1 
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PRESS & JOURNAL, Aberdeen, Scotland - Jan. 3,2000 


Pilots report UFO sighting 



■ Lftst year was a super ooe for UFO watchers 


by Nic Outterside 

AN UNIDENTIFIED objert de¬ 
scribed as a great ted light in the 
sky has been reported by the 
crew of a British airliner. 

Pilots of a Debonair BAel46 
report being buzzed by a long, 
cyliftdrical object while crossing 
the North Sea between Sweden 
and the UK. 

They described how the 
underside of their jet had been 
bathed in incandescent light 

The Civil Aviation Authority 
has confirmed that a compre¬ 
hensive report of the incident in 
February this year has been 
handed in. 

But both the CAA and the 
Ministry of Defence deny4hey 
are investigating it. 

. The unexplained encounter is 
one of a series of similar sight- 
inp which made last year a 
bumper year for UFO watch¬ 
ers. 

And it comes as evidence 
mounts that the Government has 
maintained vast files on UPO 


sightings for more ihaf^ 40 
years. 

The Luton-based Debonair jet 
was flying company executives 
from Sweden to Humberside on 
February 3 when, it is claimM. a 
giant unidentified object oame 
to a sudden halt before speeding 
past the airliner. 

The encounter is detailed in a 
mandatory occurrence report to 
the CAA, which has now ^n 
handed to the Press and iipur- 
nal. 

It says: “Unidentified bright 
light below BAel46 at FL280. 
Area below aircraft illuminated 
for 10 seconds by incande^nl 
light which was not consuk^ 
by reporter to be aircraft lamling 
light 

“Reporter stated three other 
aircraft reported seeing it mov¬ 
ing at high speed or static. Air 
Traffic Control informed but 
they reported no other aircraft in 
vicinity. 

“Five minutes later, a radar 
return was present at 7S miles 
on weather radar. Atmosphere 


was reported as stable and no 
other aircraft in vicinity.” 

The UFO was reported while 
the aircraft was flying at 
28.000ft above the North Sea. 

TYie CAA confirmed receipt 
of the Debonair-incident report 
but said it was taking no further 
action as there was no danger to 


(he aircraft or passengers. A 
spokesnun for the MoD said it 
was tKX investigating the in¬ 
cident and had not received any 
report concerning it from the 
CAA. 

However, the P&J has dis¬ 
covered that the close encounter 
is the latest in a series of 


similar ones involving Bntish 
aircraft. 

• In November 1990, several 
RAF Tornado jets were over¬ 
taken by a UFO over the North 
Sea. No adequate explanation 
has ever been forthcoming. 

• Last year, also over (he 
North Sea, a 900fl UFO was 


pursued by two jets before it 
took off ai n.OOOmph. 

• More disturbing are reports 
to the MoD that detail near- 
misses between UFOs and civil¬ 
ian aircraft. There were two 
such cases in 1991, both over 
Kent 

• In 1995, the pilots of a Boe¬ 
ing 737 encountered what they 
described as a brightly-lit UFO 
while on their approach to 
Manchester Airport. They be¬ 
lieved that it passed only 
yards from their aircraft. This 
incident was investigated by (he 
CAA but remains a mystery. 

But 1999 has become a 
bumper year for UFO sightings 
after a 10-year lull. Many were 
in (he North-east 

Just days after the Debonair 
incident. Muchalls. near Aber¬ 
deen. became the UK's new 
UFO hotspot after more than 
1,000 people logged on lo an 
Internet website which details 
unexplained sightings in the 
skies above the coastal village. 

In July last year, police and 


the RAF were unable to explain 
(wo independent sightings over 
the Black Isle of saucer-shaped 
lights in the sky. The lights 
remained still for about IS min¬ 
utes before disappearing behind 
the hills. 

In November, three friends 
reported a mysterious red light 
the size of a house above their 
car on the A90 between Ellon 
and Aberdeen. 

Kevin Smith, said: “Some¬ 
times it was stationary and 
sometimes it was just drifting 
along, but (hen suddenly it just 
shot off miles away at a hell of a 
speed." 

Sliding University UFO ex¬ 
pert Ron Halhday has predicted 
a rush of extraierresinal activity 
over the millennium. 

He said: "There's certain 
dales in history that have always 
had a special and almost su¬ 
pernatural connection to people, 
including the coming of ihe year 
2000 . 

"We're certainly expecting 
and hoping for a lot more UFO 



■ Ron Halliday 
... predicts rush of activity 
activity and sightings in the run¬ 
up to (he millennium. Already 
we've been seeing a rise in (he 
number of sightings over Ihe 
Iasi 18 months and we think (hat 
is going to continue. 

“Now that the millennium is 
approaching, there's been a big 
increase in what people are 
seeing and we're hoping this is a 
trend ihai’ll cany on into Ihe 
new year." 


‘Flying saucer’ controversy looks set to thrive in 21st century 


THE ancient Egyptians witnessed them, the 
Incas drew pictures of them and the Chinese 
have documented them since time began. 
But as we enter the 21st century, is the 
Government taking UFOs seriously? 

NIC OUTTERSIDE investigates 


3PBC1AL Agent Fox Mulder would 
know where to look . . . but Dana 
Scully would be sceptical. 

It is allegedly the biggest cover-up 
known. 

Reams of Government reports and 
secret documents show that everyone 
from wartime Prime Minister Win¬ 
ston Churchill to fotmer US Pres¬ 
ident Jimmy Carter knew about it 

From sightings in the North-east to 
landings in the Nevada Desert the 
real-life X-Files reveal the Ministry 
of Defence and the White House take 
unidentified flying objects seriously. 

Among secret documents now re> 
leased into the public domain is a 
19S2 memo from Winston Churchill 
in which he demands to know “the 
truth . . . about this stuff about flying 
saucers”. 

A reply ffom the Air Ministry 
dismiss^ all sightings as eith^ 
hoaxes or explained by science. 

But Churchill was misled - other 
documents show that between 1947 
and 1957 the US and British io- 
lelUgence agencies analysed 10,000 
UFO sightings. 

And during the past 40 ye«s the 
Ballistic Missile Early Warning Sys¬ 
tem at Fylingdales. in North York¬ 
shire. has meed many more UFOs. 

In the same year that Churchill 


demanded to “know the truth” 10 
airmen stationed at RAF Topeliffe, in 
North Yorkshire, reported a “while 
object which accelerated at speed in 
excess of a shooting star’'. 

The UFO was monitored at 
1 S.OOOft. five miles astern of an RAF 
Meteor aeroplane, before it “soared 
out of view at incredible speed”. 

The signal reporting whai they had 
seen was passed by the intelligeace 
officer at Topeliffe to maritime HQ at 
Pitreavie. in Fife, and to coastal 
command HQ at Nocthwood. MmS- 
dlesex. RAF top brass could aot 
explain the sighting, but the aircrew 
report remains on an MoD flic. 

In Scotland, documented close or- 
counters include: 

• November. 1983: A witness m 
Glasgow. Tom Forrest, watched a 
UFO. which he described as like a 
Pullman buffet car. sail teas than 20ft 
over his head. 

• November. 1990: A aumber of 


RAF Tornado jets flying over the 
North Sea were overtaken by a UFO 
- no adequate explanation was ever 
forthcoming. 

• October. 1992: Pat McLeod was 
driving through the Dudingston sub¬ 
urb of Edinburgh at lOam when he 
saw a bright light in the sky which 
gradually descended. Scconids later 
the object approached ground level 
and Pat saw hovering over the road a 
la^ sphere with a rim around the 
middle. 

• October, 1994: A Pitlochry man 
and two work colleagues obs^ed a 
”buge perfect white circular object at 
about 30.000ft” near the village of 
Stanley. Perthshire. 

Reports of flying saucere and cap¬ 
tured space ships may appear far¬ 
fetched, but Government interest in 
UFOs is real. 

Among other real-life X-Files are: 
a report by former US President 
Jimmy Carter on a UPO sighting he 


made while stale governor in 1969; a 
report of a UFO landing by the late 
Lord Mounibalten in I9SS; a sketch 
of a UFO seen by a woman police 
constable in 1977. 

There has been a steady stream of 
reports lo the MoD over the past SO 
years between 200 and 300 each 
year. They fill moie than 200 flies. 

The most startling file contains 
evidence of a close encounter at RAF 
Woodbridge. in Suffolk, in 1980. 

Early in the morning of December 
27. 1980, United St^es Air Force 
security-police patrolmen investi¬ 
gated unusual lights outside the back 
gate of RAF Woodbridge. 

According to a report by USAF 
deputy base commander Charles 
H^t, three patrolmen reported seeing 
a “strange glowing object in the 
forest”. They described (he object as 
metallic and triangular and about two 
metres high ... “it illuminated the 
entire forest with white light”. 

The next day the USAF crew 
discovered three depressions on the 
ground where the object had been 
lying. 

Later that night, a “red sun-light 
light” was seen through the trees, ft 
moved about and pulsed. 

At one point it appeared to throw 
off glowing particle^ then broke into 



■ Churchill 


... demanded ihe truth 
flve separate white objects and dis¬ 
appeared. 

The objects were visible for two to 
three hours, occasionally flashing 
down beams of light or energy. 

Last year, in a parliamentary an¬ 
swer. Defence Minister Lord Gilbert 
said that the MoD had received no 
reports'of any UFO incident at RAF 
Woodbridge. 

Until five years ago. Nick Pope 
headed the MoD’s Secretariat (Air 
Staff) 2a office, with a brief to deal 
with inquiries about flying saucers. 

But the 33-year-old civil servant 
was transferred after his superiors 


became worried about his enthusiasm 
for the job. 

"I came into that job a.s an open- 
minded sceptic and I came out a 
believer." said Mr Pope. 

He said: 'The vast majority can be 
explained by weather balloons, satel¬ 
lites or high-flying planes, but there 
is a core of 10% that simply defy 
explanation. 

“And there is a hard core of cases 
that are far more disturbing. These 
are close-range sightings by expe¬ 
rienced military personnel who are 
not easily fool^.” 

Ihe British UFO research group 
Bufora, however, remains sceptical 
that the Government is engaged in 
any kind of flying saucer cover-up. 

“The Freedom of Information Act 
in the US has enabled thousands of 
documents to be acquired pertaining 
to official UFO study, most of (hem 
heavily censored in the interests of 
national security.” said a Bufora 
spokesman. 

“But despite rumour and conjec¬ 
ture there is no clear-cut evidence 
available to UFO researchers proving 
once and for all that any government 
is keeping the (ruth from its peo¬ 
ple." 

Bui top Sconish UFO expert Ron 
Halliday. chairman of Sconish Earth 


Mysteries Research (SEMR). be¬ 
lieves large areas of rural Scotland 
might have been used by the military 
(o store sophisticated alien hardware 
away from the public. 

Mr Halliday. who is a senior 
academic at Stirling University, said; 
"In Scotland, the MoD owns huge 
areas of land where any activity 
could be carried out.” 

He claims that Machrihanish, in 
Argyll, could hold one of Scotland's 
secret bases. 

The airport close to the village was 
once an important Naio air base. 
Over the last few years locals have 
reported seeing flying saucers and 
other unexplained phenomena. 

Mr Halliday. who has been in- 
ve^igating paranormal activity for 20 
years, said; "Machrihanish would be 
an ideal spot from which to operate 
aircraft technology that the Gov¬ 
ernment wanted to keep secret, in¬ 
cluding devices allegedly developed 
from captured alien discs.” 

An MoD spokesman admitted that 
his department had logged UFO re¬ 
ports since 1959. There were over 
350 reports in 1998 - the last year for 
which Figures exist. However, the 
spokesman denied that the MoD had 
any involvement in storing or testing 
UFOs at secret bases. 
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MYSTERIOUS UFOS SPOTTED IN HAMPSHIRE SKIES 




STAR GAZERS: UFO experts Ernie Sears (left) and Andy Phillips 


The truth is 


over here .. 


Speqol report 

by Malcolm Prior 


I TS A MYSTERY that 
would not be out of 
place on cult sci-fl 
series The X-Files. 

But even television’s top UFO 
investigators Mulder and Scully 
would have their work cut out for 
them in Hampshire. 

If our very own alien spotters 
are to be believed, the county is a 
top destination for uncanny visi¬ 
tors from other worlds. 

And they point to two recent 
near-identical sightings in the 
night skies around Southampton 
to support their claim. 

The first, reported by Netley pen¬ 
sioner Ernie Sears, took place as 
he returned from a dance in Park 
Gate at around 11.30pm one Friday. 

Grandfather-of-two Ernie, 75, 
who has been a member of the 
Southampton UFO group for nine 
years, was shocked when he saw a 
strange object in the sky. 

Ernie, from Ashburton House in 




X-FILES: Mulder and Scully should come to Hampshire. 


Rotary Court, said: “I spotted a 
huge reddish-orange ball low in 
the sky ahead of me, just inland 
from the Hamble coastline. 

“I kept my eyes on the object for 
as long as it was unobscured by 
the trees. 

“The glow was still visible inter¬ 
mittently for a few more seconds 
before vanishing.” 

It soon bec 2 ime clear that Ernie’s 
mysterious sighting was not a one 
off. 

Almost 24 hours later a similar 
object was spotted in the skies 
over Romsey. 

At 11.34pm, Southampton dad 
Andy Phillips was returning from 
visiting relatives in North 
Baddesley when he noticed a glow¬ 
ing b^ in the sky 


A fellow UFO enthusiast Andy, 
36, from Copeland Road, said: “It 
was about 100ft in length and it 
was throbbing. I stopped to have a 
better look and saw it was flying 
very slowly. 

“It was there for about 25 seconds 
then it just disappeared like some¬ 
one had switched off a light.” 

Together, the two sightings have 
convinced the UFO group’s leader, 
Steve Gerard, that other-worldly 
beings are paying increasingly 
regular visits. 

Steve, 37, from Weston Grove 
Road. Weston, has also shown the 
Echo video footage of a similar 
glowing object flying over the 
skies of Portsdown Hill, captured 
less than a month before the latest 
sightings. 


He said: “About five per cent of 
sightings we have cannot be 
explained. 

“You have to be very naive to 
think we are the only life forms 
around.” 

Now the 75-strong group, which 
has links around the world, is hop¬ 
ing others can corroborate the lat¬ 
est sightings or even add to their 
records. 

That many will remain sceptical 
does not worry them. 

Ernie said: “Seeing is believing. 
It can really change your whole 
life.” 

• If you saw the lights described on 
either the night of Friday, April 7, 
or Saturday. April 8, then the group 
would like to hear from you on 023 
8044 8194 or 0777 6055347. 
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Calls to reopen 
22-year Apollo Bay 
plane crash mystery 

KATIE HYDER 


CALLS 10 re-ignile ihe search for a 
pilot who disappeared off the coast of 
Apollo Bay 22 years ago after reporting 
a UFO, have been welcomed by the 
radio controller who last spoke to him 
alive. 

Frederick Valentich disappeared on 
October 21, 1978, within seconds of 
reporting a large object — which he said 
was not an aircraft — flying above and 
around his plane. 

UFO investigators now want to con¬ 
duct another search after newly-released 
evidence has helped them pinpoint the 
area where they believe the plane hit the 
water. 

Steve Robey was working at Mel¬ 
bourne International Airport when he 
was contacted, via radio, by Mr 
Valentich, who reported another large 
aircraft in the area, minutes before he 
lost contact and his plane disappeared. 

Speaking two decades after the night 
which he has not been able to forget, Mr 
■Robey said he would welcome any 
further search that could provide 
answers for himself and Mr Valentich’s 
family. 

“I'd welcome it, because it would 
answer a lot of questions,” he said. 

“1 personally believe the aeroplane is 
in Bass Strait somewhere, so it would 
solve some things, but it still doesn't 
answer what Frederick encountered. 

“The way he spoke to me 
on the radio, he 
really did give 
me the im¬ 
pression he 
was con¬ 
cerned, so I 
still feel it was 
a genuine dis¬ 
appearance.” 

Mr Robey said 
the incident had a 
“fairly big impact” 
on his life”. 

“It’s been resurfac¬ 
ing pretty regularly and, 
because it was such 
strange disappearance, it’s 
something vou certainly 
don’t forget.’’ 

Mr Valentich’s mother, Alberta, said 
she would also welcome any further 
search. She believed in her heart that 
her son was still alive. 

“Sometimes you have got it under 
your eye and you can’t see anything,” 
Mrs Valentich said. 

“From October 21, 1978, until now, 
my feeling and the family's feeling is we 
believe my son is alive somewhere.” 

T he past 22 years had been extremely 
difficult for her family. Sadly, her 
husband, Guido, died in April. 

T he call to initiate another search 
comes from Victorian UFO Research 
Society investigator Paul Norman, who 
has spent two decades following the 
case. 

But any search of the area is depen¬ 
dent on gaining sponsorship. 

Evidence from three witnesses rabbit¬ 
ing in the area that night has led Mr 
Norman and a fellow researcher to 
conclude that the plane probably 


General area of, 
splashdown. 


Probable location of 
Initial contact with 
UFO. 



Engine begins 
to lose power 

crashed into the oeSan 5-20 km 
east-south-east of Cape Marengo. 

Mr Norman described the disappear¬ 
ance of the Mr Valentich and the Cessna 
DSJ aeroplane as Australia’s greatest 
aviation mystery. 

The 20-year-old pilot disappeared 
after his radio cut out at 7.12pm on the 
Saturday while he was flying from 
Melbourne to King Islaml. 

Before losing contact he described an 
unknown metallic object with a green 
light flying just above his plane. 

His transmission was cut after the 
words “it is not an aircraft,” followed by 
a long metallic noise and then silence. 

A search was called off less than a 
week later; wreckage was never found. 

Mr Norman said the new evidence 
indicated the aircraft and an ac¬ 
companying green light were declining 
at ^ cleprees toward the sea before 
disappearing from view behind hills. 

It was now possible to pinpoint where 
the aircraft would have crashed into the 
sea, providing it had continued at this 
angle, he said. 


The main wltneaa, who wished 
to remain anonymous, liad not 
come forward eariier lor lear of 
ridicule. 

Mr Norman said he had 
interviewed the rabbit hunters, a 
man and two women, in 1998, but 
had decided to release the 
information now in the hope of 
gaining sponsorship to be^n a 
search. He bad already bad one 
expression of interest, but no 
dennite support. 

The search would be 
conducted using sonar 
equipment, dives, computer 
simulations and whatever else 
was necessary, he said. 

Writing on the Valentich 
disappearance in a recent issue 
of the Journal of Scitntific 
Exploration, Mr Norman and 
fellow researcher Richard 


Haines conclude that an 
underwater search should begin 
in this area, despite the Impact of 
20 years of tides on the wreck. 

The paper recommends 
computer simulations be run to 
determine where the debris 
would be, given tides, currents 
and the vicinity of the crash. 

“We may never know exactly 
what happened to Frederick 
Valentich,” the paper said. 
“Nevertheless, an attempt 
should be made to locate the 
aeroplane.” 

Mr Norman said the search 
should begin as soon as possible. 

“We’ve tracked this thing as 
far as we can go without a search 
being done,” he said. 

He was unable to say how long 
the search would take or how 
much it would cost. 


Pilot: “It’s not 
an aircraft 


RF.I’ORT'S of a mystery craft 
that liovered above Frederick 
Valentich’s Cessna before his dis¬ 
appearance dominated news re¬ 
ports in October, 1978. 

Claims such as “he’s playing 
some sort of game” and “it’s not an 
aircraft” attracted enormous 
interest in the disappearance. 

The following is a transcript of 
the conversation between 
Valentich and flight service 
specialist Steve Robey, who was 
working at Tullaraarine airport 
that night: 

Valentich; Melbourne, this is 
Delta Sierra Juliet. Is there any 
known traffic below five thou¬ 
sand? 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra 
Juliet—No known traffic. 

Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet. I 
am—seems (to) be a large aircraft 
below 5000. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra 
Juliet—'S'hat type of aircraft is it? 

Valentich; Delta Sierra Juliet— 
I cannot confirm. It it four bright 
... it teems to me like landing 
lights. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra Juliet. 

Valentich: Melbourne, this (is) 
Delta Sierra Juliet. The aircraft has 
just passed over me at least a 
thousand feet above. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra 
Juliet—Roger—and it, it is a large 
aircraft—confirm? 

Valentich: Er, unknown due to 
the speed it’s travelling... is there 
any air force aircraft in the vicin¬ 
ity? 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra Juliet. 
No known aircraft in the vicinity. 

Valentich: Melbourne ... it’s 
approaching now from due east— 
towards me. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra Juliet. 

Valentich: (open microphone 
for two seconds) 

Valentich; Delta Sierra Juliet. It 
seems to me that he’s playing some 
sort of game—he’s flying over me 
two—three times at a time at 
speeds I could not identify. 

Melbourne; Delta Sierra 
uliet—Roger. What is your actual 
evel? 

Valentich: My level is four and 
a half thousand, four, five, zero, 
zero— 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra Juliet 
... And confirm—you cannot 
identify the aircraft. 

Valentich; Affirmative. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra 
Juliet—^Roger ... standby. 

Valentich: Melbourne—Delta 
Sierra Juliet. It’s not an aircraft... 
it is (open microphone for two 
seconds) 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra 


Large green 
light spotted 

AN Apollo Bay man and hit 
two nieces taw a large green light 
just above the ligbU of a light 
aircraft on the rugbt Frederick 
Valentich disappeared. 

Victorian UFO Research 
Society investigator Paul 
Norman said the trio were 
travelling home from a rabbit¬ 
hunting trip when one of the two 
girls noticed the strange Ught. 

In a paper published in the 
Journal of Scientific Exploration, 
Mr Norman and fellow 
researcher Richard Haines said 
the man and his two nieces were 
travelling east along Barham 
Valley Road shortly after 7pm on 
October 21,1978. 

One of the girls asked about a 
light m the sky and the man. 
Initially seeing only part of the 
lights, told her it was a light 
aeroplane, the paper said. 


Juliet—Melbourne. (Inn you ile- 
scribe the, er, aircraft? 

Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet 
... as it’s flying past it’s a long 
shape (open microphone for three 
seconds) (cannqO. more 

than that. It hu such'spe^dTopen 
microphone for thrM't'dcoh'dli) It is 
before me right hoWMelboume. 

Melbourne; P^Jta Sierra 
Juliet—Roger,' |Al(d| ;ho’!l/ Jarge 
would the —er object ^e?' 

Valentich: Delta Sierra.Juliet— 
Melbourne. It seems like; it’s 
(stationary). (It is . believed> this 
world should be “chasing i me” 
based on special .filleting).. What 
I’m doing right now. is orbiting, 
and the fliing is just orbiting on 
top of me also’ ... It’s got a peen 
light,’ and sort of metallic (like). 
It's all shiny (on) the outside. 

Melbourne; Delta Sierra Juliet. 

Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet. 
(Open microphone for three sec¬ 
onds.) It’s just vanished. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra Juliet. 

Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet. 
Melbourne would you know what 
kind of aircraft I’ve got? It is (a 
type) military aircraft? 

Melbourne; Della Sierra Juliet. 
Confirm the ... er—aircraft just 
vanished. 

Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet. 
Say again. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra Juliet. 
Is the aircraft still with you? 

Valentich; Delta Sierra Juliet 
... It’s ah ... (open microphone 
for two seconds) (now) approach¬ 
ing from the south-west. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra Juliet. 

Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet. 
The engine is, is rough idling. — 
I’ve got it set at twenty three 
—twenty four ... and the thing is 
—coughing. 

Melbourne: Della Sierra 
Juliet.—Roger. What are your in¬ 
tentions? 

Valentich; Delta Sierra Juliet. 
My intentions are—ah ... to go to 
King Island—Ah, Melbourne, that 
strange aircraft is hovering on top 
of me again (open microphone for 
two seconds) it it hovering and it’s 
not an aircr^t. 

Melbourne: Delta Sierra Juliet. 

Valentich; Delta Sierra Juliet.— 
Melbourne (open microphone for 
17 seconds) (A very strange pulsed 
noise ia also audible during this 
transmission,) 

Melbourne; Delu Sierra Juliet, 
Melbourne. 

End of official transcript. 


When she had again asked 
about a larger green li^t above 
the plane, the man had slowed 
down, eventually stopping to 
have a look at the greenl^t 
slightly sbove those ofthepiane 
he had seen earlier. BotldUghts 
had disappeared from sight 
about 20 seconds later. 

He told his wife what he had 
seen that night, but she lauded. 
The nest morning he told his 
workmates, who would not' 
believe his description of the 
green light. 

>•. The man didn't speak of kit 
experiences again until he took 
Mr Norman to the place in 1998 
where he had teen the lights. 
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BOOKS: In 1979, the Earl of Clancarty addressed 


the Upper House on the subject of flying saucers - 
while Britain was on the verge of collapse. By Jay Iliff 


O N THE evening of 

Thursday January 18 
1979, the eighth Earl of 
Clancarty rose to his 
feet to address the 
House of Lords. “It is 
with much pleasure.” he began, 
"that I introduce this debate about 
unidentified flying objects - 
known more briefly as UFOs and 
sometimes as flying saucers.” 

Up to now, this bizarre episode 
in the recent political history of 
Britain has been nejglected. But 
thanks to a new series of books 
dedicated to uncovering hidden 
gems among government papers 
held by Her Majesty’s Stationery 
Offlce, we can enjoy once more 
Clancarty’s finest hour. His 
message was simple; UFOs were 
a fact of life and governments 
worldwide were guilty of covering 
up the truth. “Just suppose,” 
he invited their lordships, “that 
the ‘ufonauts’ decided to make 
mass landings tomorrow in this 
country - there could well be 
panic here because our people 
have not been prepared.” 

As a matter of fact, there was 
already a degree of “panic” in 
Britain. As Clancarty took his 
fellow peers through the history 
of UFO sightings from 1500 BC to 
the present day, there were many 
who believed that the nation was 
on the brink of collapse. The 
winter of 1978-79 was to become 
famous as “The Winter of 
Discontent”, a period of industrial 
disruption that proved crucial in 
Margaret Thatcher’s rise to iwwer. 
There was even talk of brining in 
troops after the declaration of an 
official State of Emergency 
There is something brilliantly 
British about the House of Lords 
wrestling with the problem of 
flying saucers while all this was 
going on around them. But the 
debate, published in its entirety 
in the new book, did not come 
entirely out of the blue. A few 
weeks earlier three ducks, a goose, 


a swan and two baby wallabies 
were found dead in mysterious 
circumstances at Newquay Zoo in 
Cornwall: on January 3 it had 
been reported that their bodies 
revealed significant traces of 
radiation. This was being linked 
to sightings of UFOs in the area. 

On January 1. eight UFOs had 
been seen over New Zealand, 
followed by another, three days 
later, which was said to resemble 
“an illuminated ping-pong ball”. 

Clancarty. who di^ in 1995, was 
67 when he initiated his debate, 
calling for an inter-governmental 
study of UFOs. He was a 
heavyweight in the field, an editor 
of the Flying Saucer Review and 
author of seven books on the 
subject. Clancarty believed that 
the human race derived from 
aliens ftum several galaxies (this 
accounted for our various skin 
colours); they had landed here 
65,000 years ago and some of them 
still inhabited the centre of the 
earth. Asked what had happened 
to all these aliens, he once replied: 
"Well, you do see a lot of strange 
people around, don’t you?” 

In the Lords debate, Clancarty 
was careful to stick to what he 
look to be well-documented 
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sightings, including one over Iran 
in September 1976. In this incident 
a large glowing object was seen 
over the capital. Tehran, and a 
Phantom jet was scrambled to 
investigate; when the pilot tried to 
fire an air-to-air missile at the 
object, said Clancarty, he found 
that "the weapons control panel 
was not working and all electronic 
systems were out of action". 

T he time had come. 

Clancarty told their 
lordships, for the British 
Minister of Defence to 
make a public broadcast 
about UFOs: “That 
would go a long way to discredit 
the view held by a lot of people in 
this country that there is a cover- 
up here, and that in some way we 
are playing along with the United 
States over this.” 

All this was a little too much for 
Lord 'Trefgarne, a qualified pilot, 
who had never seen a UFO in 2,500 
flying hours. He said: “Since time 
immemorial, man has ascribed 
those phenomena that he could 
not explain to some supernatural 
or extraterrestrial agents. Today, 
no one takes witchcraft seriously, 
and there are no fairies at the 
bottom of my garden.” 

Clancarty himself never saw a 
UFO. although he once spojted 
what he called an “eerie white 
light" crossing the night sky over 
his flat in South Kensington. To 
the end of his life, however, he 
stuck to his beliefs; and you feel 
that his fellow peers, however 
scornful, were grateful to 
Clancarty for raising matters 
which, in Lord Gladwyn's words, 
“take one s mind off the absolutely 
frightful everyday events” of the 
Winter of Discontent. 

• UFOs In The House Of Lords, 
edited by Tim Coates, is published 
by The Stationery Office 
(Uncovered Editions) price £6.99. 
Express bookshop ojfer: Freepost 
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Many theories about 
Viscount crop circles 

By DARREN BERNHARDT 'T cant unagine sonicUiiiig dial would 


Saaliatchewan News NetworK 

SASKATOON—Tliere’s lively discus¬ 
sions and wiid theories floating about 
Viscount these days alter a set of crop 
circles was recently discovered in a lo¬ 
cal wheat field just south of town. 

"Everybody in town has been out 
there at one lime or anoUier looking at 
it," said Harold Fislier, a retired farmer 
who lives north of Viscount, which is 
about 70 kiiometrus east of Saskatoon. 
“Tiicy’re raliier pecuiiar but perfect cir- 
cies. I've never seen anyliiiiig like it in 
my iife, it's reaiiy soinetiiing." 

Tiie cij'cies, one of wiiich is about 30 
feel diameter, tiie other about 20 to 2.1 
feet, were found at the end of 
September while die field was being 
coiiibined by Leon Vois wiio ieases and 
farms the iand with his common-iaw 
wife Deboraii McCrea. 

“We diiin'l teil many peopie about it 
wtien we first found it but its really 
come out now," said McCrea, noting the 
scl'.'iol took out a busload of kids to see 
die ciicles last week. 

Uotti circles are flattened to the 
ground in smoolli, counter-clockwise 
pallerns, according to Fislier, wlio 
paced diem out on Saturday. Tiie circles 
are also iiidepcndeiil of one anollier, 
spaced several feet apart. 

"1 was kind of excited about it when I 
first saw it,” said Ediei Greff, a neigli- 
bour of Fisher's. "Now we're all won¬ 
dering liow it might have come about" 

Fislier says there are some people 
who think it might have been a wiiirl- 
wind which wlilpped die wiieal into lliat 
shape but he doesn't buy dial 


cause two separate flat cii;cles, there 
sliould be a coiiUnuous line liclween die 
two. Hiat reaiiy doesn't explaig it,” he said. 

Any suggestion lliat soineone may 
have done it as a practical joke is also 
being dismissed. 

“We doubt that because there's just 
no sign of any entrance to tbe-circles,” 
said GrelT. 

“Nothing lias been disturbed at all," 
added Fislier. “1 cant see it Ix/iiig die work 
of prankslois because die lielads aie still 
on tile wlieat, nodiing is lii'okeh away." 

"1 told (Leon) I llilnk its flying 
saucei’s,” McCrea .said iwtfi acliuckle. 

Paul Anderson, director of the 
Vancouver-based Circles tliciiiiiiienoii 
r.esearcli (CPR), doesn't diioktliat idea 
is vary far-felciied. 

“All of die evidence Mdicales dial in 
iiiaiiy of tliose cases. So you've got to 
start to wonder just wlial it il,” lie said. 
"Wiicn it is a lioax, you cun usually tell 
pretty uiiick. If somebody flattens il 
witli a board, s,ny, tliere's gWngtobe x 
lot of breakage.” 

Anderson said he's planning to have a 
Saskatchewan associate citeck on the 
Viscount circles very soon. Mt right now. 
everyone is already busy with all of the 
other reporls througlioeit the province 
this year, llcporls have already come 
fi'oiii areas near Conyuesl and Neilbuig 
and south of llegina near Whyburn, in¬ 
cluding six in die Midale aiea alone. 

The Viscount formation report is the 
10th report in Saskatchewan this year 
and the 19th in Canada. While that's 
about average for this province, the na¬ 
tional number is up from 14 last year. 
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Encounters of Sir kind 


AN ex-heaciLcacher believes the truth is 
really out there, after claiming to have 
seen a U.F.O in the skies above Glossop. 

The man auys he saw the cruft on his 
way into town last Friday night. 

But he has refused to be named 
through fear that people will think his 
was a “close encounter of the absurd 
kind". 

The highly respected flirnier primary 
school headteacher is worried that if he 
reveals his identity he will become 
known as a crank. 

He said: “I still can’t believe what I 
saw. I can’t believe it and I can't explain 
it and I don’t like things that I can’t 
explain. 


"1 was driving into Glossop along the 
Charlestown Road to drop my son off at 
my ex-wife’s. 

“As I was coming round the bend near 
to the fire station I felt the urge to look 


up into the sky. 1 
initially thought, 
‘Something is land¬ 
ing’. 1 would 
describe it as a 
rhombus, a dia¬ 
mond shaped 

square. There were 
around 30 green 
and red lights in 
the sky. The shape 


of the structure 
was identified by 
the lights. 

“It reminded me 
of the Vulcan 
bomber. I thought, 
‘Crikey!, What’s 
this?’ I carried on 
around the bend 
and when I looked 
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again it had com¬ 
pletely disap¬ 
peared. I was gobs¬ 
macked!" 

He immediately 
contacted a friend 
of a friend; a 
known U.F.O 

enthusiast. He was 
encouraged to 
report the sighting to the police, and to 
contact the Chronicle. 

Ho added: “It is difficult to say how 
high it was flying. It was fairly luw 
about the height «»f an aorophino as it 
comes into land. 

“I only saw it for n fleeting moment. 
Seeing it from underneath it looked like 
the lights were all moving ttigcthcr. 

“I have always lia<l an opi'n mind,.but I 
have always been very sceptical about 


these things." 

When asked whether he could have 
been seeing fireworks he strongly 
denied it. There’s no way it could have 
been fireworks. What 1 saw was a sheer 
muss of lights in one configuration.” 

Did you see anything in the sky above 
Glossop on Friday night at about 6.30? 

Have you anything supernatural, or 
paranormal to report? 

If so got in touch with the Chronicle. 
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Pilot’s close eoGooflter 


THIS is what English 
pilot David Hastings 
saw as he flew his 
Cessna plane over the 
Mojave Desert in 
America. 

Our artists have re-created 
what happened when his 
small plane came within a 
few feet of a mid-air collision 
with a gigantic UFO. 

David quicky snapped two 


■ by PHIUP BURDEN 

colour photos as he and an ex 
American military pilot dived 
frantically to avoid the oval 
spaceship. 

The nrst print showed an 
empty sky, but the second 


revealed a huge object with 
black rings around its top and 
bottom passing feet away from 
a wing. He handed the snaps 
over to the United States Navy, 
which admits it is baffled. 

The near-miss over Califor¬ 
nia is recounted for the first 


time in today’s Pilot magazine. 
David said; “As we neai^ the 
Mojave Desert under radar 
control it happened. We both 
suddenly realised that we had 
fast traffic in our 12 o’clock. 

“We pushed the control panel 
and ducked. A shadow flashed. 


over us but there was absolute¬ 
ly no sound. We slowly raised 
our heads and asked: ’What 
the heck?’ 

“We called the radar control 
tower to check if they had 
another aircraft and the 
answer was no. We took the 
film to a one-hour photo shop 
and there it was. 

"One shot had nothing, but 
the second had the blurred 
image of the UFO.” 
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Paul Norman 

For him, investigating the paranormal is ultra-normal. 


a I first saw a UFO in November 
1953. I was the superintendent of a 
power station in Tennessee and one 
night one came right over the 
station. I thought it had to be a 
night-flying helicopter but there was 
no sound at all. It approached the 
power station at helicopter speed, 
stopped overhead for about half a 
minute and sped away fast. Silently. 

We could see it clearly because 
of the power station floodlights and 


I've been investigating UFOs now for 46 years. I'm 
very experienced in it I can sort most cases out 
during the first telephone call. In the more interesting 
cases I'll go and do interviews, get samples from the 
ground and have them analysed. Ninety per cent are 
not UFOs, they are hoaxes or mistaken identities. The 
hoaxer usually breaks down and the mistaken 
identities are easy to sort out. The reason may be 
simple - a helium-filled balloon, for example, an 
aircraft or satellites in orbit. You'd be surprised at the 
number of people who report Venus as a UFO. 

But the other 10 per cent remain unexplained. 
They are the ones we are interested in. I think they 
are evidence of another technology far beyond our 
own but I wouldn't speculate about who they are or 
why they're visiting us. I don't know whether it'll be 
someone like me that solves these mysteries. I think 
the initiative is not up to us. It's just up to us to keep 
our eyes open and learn from what we see. 

I moved to Australia in 1963. Before I did, I asked 
around as to where the most scientific, most reliable 
UFO organisation was and was told go to Melbourne, 


it was disc-shaped. It’d be hard to 
say exactly what size it was. I'd 
estimate about 10 metres across. 

Similar objects were sighted all 
around the US that same month, 
and a pilot disappeared from a US 
base in Michigan in almost a carbon 
copy of the disappearance of pilot 
Frederick Valentich over Bass Strait 
in 1978 - the greatest mystery 
in Australian history, I never 
dreamed that 20 years on I'd end up 

so here I am. I've lost count of the number of UFO 
sightings I've looked into over the years but one of the 
strangest was the disappearance of Frederick Valentich 
on October 21, 1978. Something very weird was 
happening in the Victorian skies. We got hundreds of 
reports of objects in the sky - round ones, cigar¬ 
shaped ones, star-shaped ones - all moving with no 
visible means of propulsion and no sound, Valentich 
was a 20-year-old pilot who disappeared while flying 
from Melbourne's Moorabbin Airport to King Island, 
off the coast of Victoria. His last communication was 
at 7.12pm, reporting a strange metallic object in the 
sky He and his Cessna 182 then vanished forever. 

The most recent Australian incident I can tell you 
about Happened on June 8 last year, in Victoria. 
Something shot across the dusk sky and we got 
witnesses from all over its flight path The closest 
witnesses described a long, cigar-shaped object with 
four sections. One observer was a former air force 
officer who told me it appeared to be moving at twice 
the speed of a jet. I couldn't explain it away. 

More people believe in UFOs now than ever used 


investigating Valentich's "death". 

What happened in Michigan 
was that the air force detected an 
unknown object on their radar. 

They sent a pilot into the vicinity 
and watched his radar bleep merge 
with that of the UFO for about 20 
seconds until they both vanished. 

There's a lot of speculation about 
the pilot being abducted but 
I have no evidence for that. 

We don't know what happened. 

to but those who take me most seriously are the ones 
who've had a sighting. Even so, more scientists 
cooperate with us than in the past. Those who scoff 
have often never studied the reports. I consider what 
I do to be a very serious business indeed, but I have 
to wade through a lot of gullibility. Programs like The 
X-Files don't help and neither does much of what I've 
witnessed in relation to the idea of alien abduction. 

There is no doubt that weird things do happen. 
There was a case in South America where astronomers 
were watching a satellite cross the sky and a UFO 
made three passes at it. Each time, it came up to the 
satellite, made a semi-circle around it, flew off to 
another part of the sky and came back. The man on the 
street doesn't hear about cases like that. All he gets is 
Hollywood turning the whole thing into entertainment. 

People ring me with sightings all the time. What’s 
going on, I have no idea. All we can do is try to find 
out all we can, and just keep watching. 99 
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Britain’s UFO secrets revealed 



Scientist’s pressure for information 
opens up hidden government files 
on strange sightings in the sky 


by Antony Barnett _ 

Public Affairs Editor _ 

ON 15 February 1999 an air 
traffic controller in Scotland 
noticed something strange on 
his radar screen. A bright 
blip on his screen suggested 
there was a very large object 
travelling at 3,000mph over 
the Scottish coastline head¬ 
ing south-west to Belfast. 

The size of the blip sug¬ 
gested the object was 10 miles 
long and two miles wide. Two 
minutes later the object dis¬ 
appeared from the radar 
screen. 

Three months earlier, MoD 
documents record that a com¬ 
mercial pilot flying over the 
Midlands reported an 
unusual object travelling at 
very high speed’ with a very 
bright strobe light flashing 
once every 20 seconds. 

Although the two incidents 
were unrelated, both were 
reported to a little-known 


department in the Ministry of 
Defence, known as Sfcre- 
tariat (Air Staff) 2a. This h the 
secretive section in Whitahall 
which collates reports of 
unidentified flying oljjects 
that cross British airspace. 

Whitehall has traditionally 
treated reports of UFO sight¬ 
ings as highly classified and 
only released information to 
the public after 30 years But 
the parliamentary Ombuds¬ 
man insisted that the MoD 
hand this information -to 
Colin Ridyard, a restwch 
chemist from Wales. 

Dr Ridyard had been seek¬ 
ing information reiating to 
UFO sightings by pilots or 
radar operators between July 
1998 and July 1999. Initially 
the MoD refused on the 
ground it would be too e.ipen- 
sive. But after the Inteiven- 
tion of the ombudstoan, 
Michael Buckley, the MoD 
agreed to release the informa¬ 
tion as a one-off exereisu-tor 


At the insistence of the parliamentary Ombudsman, the Ministry of Defence has released classified details of 'close encounters’ reported iccentiy. 


£75. The Ministry handed two 
reports to Ridyard, yet official 
information from the Civil 
Aviation Authority suggests 
there had been additional 
sightings. During the same 
period the CAA said it 
reported two more UFO sight 


ings to the MoD, neither of 
which the Ministry disclosed. 

According to official CAA 
reports, in the same month 
that a radar picked up an 
enormous object flying across 
Scotland, a pilot flying over 
the North Sea became star¬ 


tled when his aircraft became 
illuminated by an ‘incandes¬ 
cent’ light. Three other air¬ 
craft in the area reported see¬ 
ing a ball of light moving at 
high speed. Air traffic con¬ 
trollers reported there were 
no strange aircraft in the 
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area, but five minutes later an 
operator at a weather station 
picked up a fast-moving 
object on his radar. 

The other incident which 
CAA reported to the MoD 
occurred in June 1999 when 
the pilot of a B757 flying over 
the North Sea reported an 
unidentified military-looking 
aircraft passing close by in 
the opposite direction. Noth¬ 
ing was seen on the plane’s 
radar or by air traffic con¬ 
trollers. The MoD told the 
Authority that there were no 
military aircraft known to be 
in that area at the time. 

Although an MoD spokes¬ 
woman would not discuss 
individual sightings, she said 
all these events had perfectly 
normal explanations. ’Some¬ 


times radars have spurious 
readings caused by military 
aircraft in the vicinity, and 
radar-jamming facilities and 
bright lights on the underside 
of aircraft can be caused by 
events on the ground.’ 

In a letter to one of Rid- 
yard’s local MPs, Defence 
Minister John Spellar said: 
’My department has no Inter¬ 
est or role with respect to 
UFO/flying saucer matters or 
to the question of the exis¬ 
tence or otherwise of extrater¬ 
restrial life forms - about 
which we remain open- 
minded.’ 

However, declassified gov¬ 
ernment documents in the 
Public Records Office from 
June 1965 reveal that ’it was 
official MoD policy to play 
down the subject of unidenti¬ 
fied flying objects and to 


0 ) 


avoid attarhtne undue nubile 


attention or publicity to the 
subject... as a result we have 
never had any political pres¬ 
sure to mount a large-scale 
investigation’. Other docu¬ 
ments from that time state: 
’The press are never to be 
information about 
unusual radar sightings... 
and (unusual visual] sight¬ 
ings are in no circumstances 
to be disclosed to the press.’ 

But Ridyard said: ’This is 
not about little green men, 
but about freedom of infor¬ 
mation. It is clear there are 
many strange incidents that 
happen in tlje British skies 
that are kept secret. There 
may be issues of aircraft 
safety or natural phenomena, 
but by keeping this informa¬ 
tion secret these incidents 
cannot be scrutinised by the 
public or the scientific com¬ 
munity.’ 

One of the most infamous 
incidents relating to a UFO 
sighting in Britain only came 
to light through US freedom 
of information legislation. 
This revealed that in Decem¬ 
ber 1980 thrqe security patrol¬ 
men investigating a potential 
air crash near the US Air 
Force base in Suffolk saw a 
strange glowing triangular 
object hovering in the forest 
near the base which had a 
’pulsing red light on top and 
blue lights underneath’. 

An official report by Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel (Charles Halt. 
the deputy base commander, 
included a description of the 
events and stated that the 
next day three depressions 
were found in the forest 
where the object was discov¬ 
ered which showed radiation 
readings. Later that night 
three star-like objects were 
seen in the sky moving 
’rapidly in sharp angular 
movements’ 
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I Tucson scientist prepares for Bigfoot hunt 

DC 


I Will look for clues 
I in July expedition 

^ Associated Press 

5 TUCSON — If Bigfoot is 
roaming the remote regions 

1 of the Pacific Northwest, Ihc- 
J son scientist J. Richard 

Greenwell hopes to tempt the 
y creature into range of a video 
ffl camera with offerings of pea- 

2 nut butter and English mar- 
g malade. 

< If that doesn’t do it, maybe 
Q amplified gorilla calls or the 
U scent of female orangutan 

< urine will provoke a re¬ 
sponse. 

Greenwell isn’t sure what it 
will take, but he’s a dedicated 
searcher for proof the leg¬ 
endary apelike animal exists. 

This July, he will lead his 
fourth annual Bigfoot expedi¬ 
tion into the rugged SisWyou 
Wilderness in the Six Rivers 
and Klamath national forests 
in northern California. The 
expeditions cost up to 
$25,000, raised from private 
donors. 

Completely cut off from 
civilization, Greenwell and 
three other researchers will 
spend a month traversing the 
deep canyons and high cliffs 
hoping to come across Big¬ 
foot scat, artifacts, footprints 
or, better yet, the animal 
itself. 

Greenwell is a mammal- 
ogist, a research associate 
with the International Wild¬ 
life Museum and a former 
University of Arizona profes¬ 


sor. 

He also is secretary of the 
Thcson-based International 
Society of Cryptozoology, a 
society dedicated to the sci¬ 
entific evaluation of evidence 
for “unverified animals,” Big¬ 
foot, or Sasquatch, being the 
most famous in North Ameri¬ 
ca. 

Though cryptozoology is 
not recognized as a branch of 
zoology, the society’s 1,000 
members include scientists 
from such organizations as 
the Smithsonian Institution 
and the American Museum of 
Natural History. The society 
sponsors expeditions. 

Greenwell, who also has 
taken part in searches for a 
dinosaurlike creature in Cen¬ 
tral Africa and the big cat 
called Onza in Mexico, knows 
some people will make a big 


joke of his Bigfoot search. He 
argues, however, it’s no 
laughing matter. 

“We’re not claiming these 
things all exist or any of them 
exist. But it should be looked 
at. It shouldn’t be ignored and 
laughed at,” he said. 

Zoology has a duty to deal 
with these kinds of unre¬ 
solved.issues, he said. 

In the case of Bigfoot, he 
said, “Scientists have ignored 
40 years of mounting evi¬ 
dence for its existence — 
including footprints and 1,500 
eyewitness reports.” 

That’s inconsistent with the 
spirit of scientific inquiry 
and the principles of scientif¬ 
ic methodology, he argues. 

“What I’d like to know is 
what it is 1,500 people have 
seen,” he said. 

Most scientists doubt Big- 


foot’s existence — including 
Peter Siminski, director of 
living collections at the Ari- 
zona-Sonora Desert Museum. 

Siminski said he would find 
it hard to believe there’s a 
huge primate roaming the 
continent largely undetected. 

“I could see discovering a 
new rodent (but) something 
like a man-size creature just 
doesn’t seem very likely,” he 
said. 

Greenwell said it makes 
him angry when scientists 
say the existence of Bigfoot 
is impossible. 

As we understand North 
America, he said, “a 'large 
primate doesn’t really fit. I 
admit that. But that doesn’t 
mean it couldn’t exist.” 

Reports of a large apelike 
creature that strides on two 
legs date to the 19th century. 
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Mutilated calves found in Central Oregon 


BROTHERS — Ten mutilated 
cdves were discovered this week¬ 
end in a remote area of Central 
Oregon near a spot where 14 simi¬ 
larly disfigured catde were found 
last March. 

Kimball Lewis, state humane 
agent, said the investigation may 
lead to a cattle production com¬ 
pany that’s using the public land 
off U.S. 20 between Bend and 


Brothers as a dumping ground. 
Lewis also said it coitid turn out to 
be youngsters choosing to be 
cmel to animals. 

Either way, Lewis said it was bi¬ 
zarre to see tile newest set of car¬ 
casses within a couple of miles of 
last year’s unsolved find. 

“It’s an isolated enou^ country 
that it’s a weird twist,* Lewis said 
Sunday. “I’m really perplexed.” 


A rancher discovoed four of the 
calves Saturday about two to three 
miles north of mile marker 29 «i 
tlie highway, Lewis said. A recrea¬ 
tional vehi^ user reported the 
other six calves another mile 
north on Sunday. 

The discoveries were within a 
couple of miles of where 14 muti¬ 
lated cattle and a pig viitii its legs 
cut off wne found la^ year. 
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I conjures 
I up tales 

|Parsippany 
° spirit not alone 


BY ERIK ENQQUIST 

Daily Record 


'Rie Idlest sighting reporfe^ 
to Parsippany police'March 24 
caught the eye of Stardey, 
Myers. ' 

Myers, 73, of Boontop 
Township, remembered Ijhpt 
^ost sightings were reported 
60 years ago at the foriper 
Grimes mansion on Fox HiU, 
not far from where the Parsip¬ 
pany police station is today, 

“I said. Hey, that ghoi^t is 
stiff lurking!” he said. 'I could¬ 
n’t help but lau|h about it.”^. 

Two people told police.!^ 
1:15 a.m. last Friday thht 


they’d seen a ghost at Route 
46 and fntervale Road. Podcp 
checked the area but fopn^ 
nothing. 

Myers, though, beseecAe# 
the Daily Record to find v^hat 
it could about Grimes man¬ 
sion ghosts, which he beheyea 
made the local papers in Jblte 
1930 b or early 19408. 

the closest thing to a de¬ 
finitive aoooimt eff ghost 8i,g^ 
Logs in Morris County, *Ho^ 
of Ghosts in Northern Ng^ 
Jersey,* published by the Dalfc 
Record in 1973, has no mete 
tion of the Grimes mansioii. 

The book by MarjoriO 
Kaschewski does, howeV^f# 
mention two other ghosts thirf 
allegedly resided nearby. , 

Chie lived in the Mounji^ 
Lakes house of Edward Grope 
and his wife. It was Sarah A^ 
Rohm, who resided there witfi 
her husband and two small 
children in the early 1800s. 

One Sunday morning shfi 
was late coming out to tl^ 
wagon to accompany her fam.*- 
ily to church. Her husbap^ 
went back inside and found 
her at the foot of the 8tair,s, 

dea^ with a broken neck. __ 

~A later owner of the house, H. J. 
Delchamps, told the author of an 
encounter with Rohm’s ghost. 

“Guests in the living room one af¬ 
ternoon heard the sound of some¬ 


one walking up the stairs. My wife 
said jokingly it must be Sarah Ann, 
but the group insisted we must have 
a prowler.* 

He found nothing, but when he 
returned to his visitors a rocking 
chair across the room began to 
rock, slowly at first, then faster, 
though the day was perfectly stiff. 

His guests were spooked. “One 
very matter-of-fact lady suddenly 
decided to go home,’ Delchamps re¬ 
called. 

Crone said the specter of Sarah 
Ann Rohm appeared in his bedroom 
early one morning, gorgeous with 
auburn hair and dressed in white. 
Just as suddenly, she wps gone. 

A 4-year-old boy sleeping in a 
guest bedroom adjacent to Rohm’s 
old room asked one morning, “Who 
was that beautiful lady who came 
into my room a tittle while ago?* No 
one in the house had done so. 

In Parsippany, the family of 
Robert T. Lee more than once saw 
a lady in long skirts flitting through 
their South Beverwyck Road home, 
according to the book. 

They kept news of the apparition 
to themselves, but one morning 
their housekeeper announced that 
she’d seen a woman in full skirts 
and an anron. her hair in a bun, de- 
scending the stairs. 

The housekeeper said she„,.ran 
after her .but at the bottom of the 
‘ stairs, the woman vanished. 

Not far north of where the'Par- 


sippany ghost was reportedly seen, 
two other spirits are said to rbliide 
in a llO-year-old Victorian house on 
Rockaway Street in the park section 
ofBoonton. 

“It’s two sisters,* said Bob John¬ 
ston of Weichert Realtors, whq,ha8 
twice sold the home. 

“They chat upstairs, on the sec¬ 
ond floor.* 

The ciurent owner began to Jiaar 
the voices cleariy shorty after ^dy¬ 
ing in 12 years ago. Jittery about 
the uninvited visitors, she 1^)^the 
advice of a ghost expert she’d eeen 
on Oprah Winfrey’s show and.con- 
front^ them. ^ 

“One day,’ said Johnston,-“riie 
just went to the bottom of the dMts 
and said, ‘Girls, I’m here alone and 
it makes me nervous when you,it^. 
When my husband comes homf, tou 
can talk all you want.’ And .ihey 
stopped.* 

Later, at a Christmas partyreke 
was hosting, she told some guests 
about the voices. The previous 
owner of the house, Parsippany His¬ 
torical and Preservation SoMety 
President Randy Tortorello, over¬ 
heard the conversation and inter¬ 
jected. 

But not to dispel the notioiP gf 
the ghostly girls. 

He, too, had heard them. 


ERIK ENQQUIST can be reached at 
(973) 428-^626 or eengc|«l8«moi¥l^ 
to.gannett.com. 
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Paranonnal experts discuss sci-fi science, reality 


■ Discussion is callled 
"‘StarTrekyX-Files’ 
and Beyond" 

By Anthony DeixaFlora 
Journal Staff Writer 

The popular sci-fi television 
shows “Star TY-ek” and “The X- 
Files” have changed the way we 
think about the nature of reality 
and the limits of science. 

What seemed once to be fantasy 
is not so far-fetched any more. 

Paranormal experts Jeffrey 
Mishlove and David Perkins will 
discuss just how close to reality 
some of the concepts from those 
shows are, when they present 
‘“Star TVek,’ ‘X-FUes’ and Beyond,” 
Friday in Albuquerque. 

Perkins, a Santa Fe journalist, 
says a couple recent books dis¬ 
cussing the science behind “The X- 
Files” confirms that even the 
weirdest aspects of the show have 
some basis in truth. 

“They’re really dense, hard, sci¬ 
ence books, state-of-the-art modem 
biological gene manipulation stuff, 
and ‘The X-Files’ is actually pretty 


accurate,” he 
said. “These are 
scientists who 
wrote these 
books and 
they’re saying 
this is the most 
accurate por¬ 
trayal of sci¬ 
ence ever to be 
on TV.”- 

The same can 
be said of “Star 
IVek,” for exam¬ 
ple, in the area 
of the mathe¬ 
matics of hyperspace, said 
Mishlove, author and host of the 
public television series “Thinking 
Allowed.” 

“There have been many 
advances in that area in terms of 
superstring theory and physics and 
it’s very common now for physi¬ 
cists to be talking about 10,11,12 
dimensions of space,” Mishlove 
said. 

“That’s a very significant devel¬ 
opment because it affects not only 
the possibilities of space travel, but 
it also affects our ideas about con¬ 
sciousness and the potential of the 


human mind. 

“For example, 
all of the 
ancient cultures 
of the world 
talked about 
other dimen¬ 
sions of space, 
that these are 
dimensions of 
the spirit reali¬ 
ties, the ances- perkins; Santa 
tors and vanous Fejoumallat 
spirits. And now gj^eatalk 
there is physi- 
cal, mathemati¬ 
cal support for that idea.” 

Perkins also will discuss the phe¬ 
nomenon of “cattle mutilations,” 
which have been documented in 
New Mexico for decades now. 

“I’m going to try to show that the 
mutilations are the ultimate ‘X- 
File,”’ said Perkins. 

Perkins said he also will tie the 
mutilations into the conspiracy cul¬ 
ture that “The X-Files” has promot¬ 
ed. 

“I’m basically going to talk about 
what they’re portraying as this 
worldwide conspiracy to hide the 
truth and manipulate the public,” 


If you go 

WHAT: “‘Star Trek,’ ‘X-Rles’ 
and Beyond,” with Jeffrey 
Mishlove and David Perkins 

WHEN: 6:30-9:30 p.m. Friday 

WHERE: Wyndham Garden 
Hotel, 6000 Pan American Free¬ 
way 

HOW MUCH: $29 a person. 
Call SEED University at 792- 
2900 to pre-register, or get tick¬ 
ets at the door. 


Perkins explained. 

“I’m going to show how that’s 
reflected in mutilations, in terms 
of the suspects behind that, that it 
appears to be some kind of gigantic 
biological manipulation and/or test¬ 
ing program by these dark sinister 
forces who fly around in black heli¬ 
copters, as they do in ‘The X-Files.’ 
And that they have their own agen¬ 
das, above the law.” 

Perkins said he’ll talk about some 
of the United States government’s 
own covert and clandestine testing 
on unsuspecting people in the last 


SO years. 

“It’s not unprecedented what 
they’re showing in ‘The X-Files’ in 
terms of them running all of these 
tests and implants and doing all 
these things to people, genetically 
manipulating them. This is ground¬ 
ed in some reality,” he added. 
“That’s why they can get away with 
this in the show.” 

Perkins said the show portrays 
an “amazingly negative viewpoint” 
of this country’s power structure. 

“It’s brutal, and the underlying 
message is that if you get in the 
way of this thing, you are totally 
expendable.” 

Adds Perkins: “I’m amazed that a 
major network can get away with 
such a damning indictment of the 
power structure.” 

He said the message is the 
antithesis of “Star TYek.” 

“They (on “Star Ti-ek”) get to 
introduce these amazing science 
concepts and really far out futuris¬ 
tic propulsion systems and telepor¬ 
tation and meeting strange new 
aliens and interacting with them. 
It’s a much more positive view,” he 
said. 

Mishlove, a longtime “Star TYek” 


fan, agrees. 

“You get a sense that we’re 
always on the brink of one terrjhl^ 
crisis or another, whereas in ‘Star 
Ttek,’ it’s like one great achieve¬ 
ment after another, and in a way;, 
they’re both true,” he said. 

Mishlove said most evolutionary 
breakthroughs were preceded by 
disasters. 

“Right now, it’s very normal ifi 
evolution for each development to 
be pushed and pushed to the very 
extreme until it leads to disaster^ 
and we can see that in our own bOT-' 
ture.” 

Mishlove said the sense of good, 
and bad intermingled is embo^e.4 
in the late Ted Owens, the subject 
of Mishlove’s forthcoming boolc- 
“The PK Man.” 

He studied Owens for 10 years 
and said he possessed extraor(& 
nary psycho-kinetic powers. Owens 
could produce lightning just by 
pointing at a spot, Mishlove said. 
And he once produced a UFO and 
correctly predicted that it would be 
seen by numerous people in the 
San Francisco Bay area, and a pho¬ 
tograph was printed in a local 
paper. 
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On the trail of ghosts 

Area ripe with spooky lore 




Red ghost lights are an oft>reported occurrence at the high point 
of Maple Lake’s shore, seen here from the parking lot on 95th St. 
a few blocks east of Archer. Ghost lights are said to come from 
a phantom with a lantern looking for his or her lost head. (Photo 
by Iva-Marie Palmer) 


By Iva-Marie Palmer 

Asked to picture a famous blonde 
in a white dress, most might con¬ 
jure up a mental image of Marilyn 
Monroe flashing some leg over an 
air vent in “The Seven-Year Itch.” 
But a Chicagoan could bet that 
Resurrection Maiy might give the 
golden-tressed Hollywood l^end a 
run for her money. 

Maiy has achieved national rec¬ 
ognition mostly because her 
otherworldly presence — besides 
being inexplicable — is not going 
away. Resurrection Mary — de¬ 
scribed by believers as a blonde in 
a white dress who wanders Archer 
Road — is a woman who might 
fade away, but always comes back. 
Quite simply, Mary is a ghost — 
the ghost of Chicago, because she’s 
the most well known, according to 
Richard Crowe, ghost hunter. 
Though there’s some debate, many 
choose to believe that Resurrec¬ 
tion Mary is the ethereal emana¬ 
tion of Mary Bregovy, who died in 
a car accident on the way home 
from a party in 1934, Crowe said. 

Archer Road, where her spirit is 
most likely to be seen, is Mary’s 
stomping ground in part because 
Bregovy is buried at Resurrection 
Cemetery, 7200 S. Archer Road in 
Justice. Also, Mary wanders there 
because her favorite dancing mu¬ 
sic ,is the Big Band sound of the 
19^ and 1930s — something she 
can still hear at Willowbrook Bfdl- 
room, 8900 S. Archer Road, in 
Willow Springs. 

Though she doesn’t pose for 
pictures or agree to interviews, 
Mary has left her mark. On Aug. 
10, 1976, a Justice police sergeant 
was sent to Resurreriion Cemetery 
to free a blonde woman in a white 
dress trapped inside the front 
gates. When he arrived, there was 
no woman, but two of the gate’s 
bronze bars had been bent apart. 
Handprints had been squeezed and 
bum^ onto the bars. Though the 
bars — one-sixteenth of an inch 
thick — are hollow, they could not 
be compromised with mere human 
strength — even that exerted in 
desperation to escape, Crowe said. 

In 1977, Crowe tried to buy the 
bars, but the Catholic cemetery 
board was not selling. Failed at¬ 
tempts were made to bum the bars 
straight. In October 1977 the bars 
were sawed from the gates and sent 
to a mill for straightening. Re¬ 
turned to their position in Decem¬ 
ber 1978, the bars have been 
painted time and again in hopes of 
restoring their original color. Paint 
will never help, Crowe said. The 
bars will always look unusual, an 
eternal reminder of the immortal 
hands that bent them. Looking 
closely, the two bars still have tiny 
grooves that distinguish them from 
the other bars, which remain 
straight despite the wear and tear 
of time and weather. 

Others have had chance encoun¬ 
ters with Mary. A cab driver, lost 
on Archer after dropping off a fare 
from O’Hare Airport, saw a pretty 
blonde walking done at the inter¬ 
section of Archer and Flavin, 
Crowe said. He offered her a free 
ride back to the North Side; the 
woman accepted. Two minutes up 
the road, the blonde told him, “This 
is the place.” Looking to the back 
of the cab, the driver saw that the 
woman had disappeared, just as 
the cab passed Resurrection’s 
gates, Crowe recounted. 

Some fear Mary, including a 


Greek deacon coming back from 
the last service at his church across 
from the cemetery, who has moved 
to Denver since spotting Mary in 
August 1980. Resurrection Mary 
has disturbed some people enough 
to want her exorcised, Crowe said. 
“Some would like to see her stop 
walking Archer, stop haunting this 
Earth and so forth, but I say, T 
think you’re missing the big pic¬ 
ture, because maybe on your level, 
you think it’s wrong for her to walk 
for all eternity...But she’s prob¬ 
ably convinced tens of thousands 
of people to reevaluate their belief 
systems, to think about life after 
death, survival of the soul and so 
forth.’ Whereas it might be selfish 
for her to go out looking for a good 
time, she’s caused some people to 
think more deeply” Crowe said. 

In fact, a decided skeptic. Bill 
Geist — a former reporter for the 
suburban Tribune—heard the cab 
driver’s story of Mary. Though he 
still refuses to believe in ghosts. 


Geist — whose name, coinciden¬ 
tally, is German for *ghost’ — 
believes in Mary, Crowe said. 

Though she walks alone. Resur¬ 
rection Mary is not without com¬ 
pany, Crowe said. Chicago is rich 
with ghost legends and lore. Crowe, 
in fact, has made a living as the 
first full-time ghost hunter. His 
tour covers 75 miles of the 
Chicagoland area, and he’s ac- 
queunted himself with well over 
100 spooky sites, he said. A tour 
usually explores 13 of these sites 
— a good number for ghost hunt¬ 
ing, Crowe said. 

Moraine Valley Community Col¬ 
lege is sponsoring one of Crowe’s 
tours on Saturday, Oct. 23, from 
noon to 5 p.m. The tour leaves 
from the College Center, located 
on the 10900 S. 88th Avenue cam¬ 
pus in Palos Hills. Tickets are 
$33.50 for adults and $31.50 for 
seniors, students and Moraine 
Valley alumni. Call 974-5500. 

Crowe calls his “The Alfred 
Hitchcock School” of storytelling. 
He’s not trying to scare people, by 
dressing up or engaging in the 
splatter-movie style of causing 
people shock. “It’s not that I’m 


scaring them as much as I’m caus¬ 
ing them to think about [the pos¬ 
sibility of ghostly things],” he said. 

Crowe, who was an Enghsh lit¬ 
erature m^jor and geography mi¬ 
nor at DePaul University, has al¬ 
ways been interested in ghosts, 
ever since his days growing up in 
Chicago. His mother eind grand¬ 
mother, both from Budapest, Hun¬ 
gary, would tell him stories, he said. 
His father, of Irish descent, wasn’t 
so much into ghosts, but lent to 
Crowe a passion for geography. In 
fact, the ghost tours Crowe has 
been conducting for 26 years, were 
bom out of a geography project at 
DePaul. He led his professor and 
classmates on a tour in 1973. His 
professor saw a way to capitalize 
on the tour and Crowe promptly 
started conducting tours on a regu¬ 
lar basis, he said. 

Though the first-ever ghost tour 
might be expected to hail from 
Transylvania, London or even the 
Deep South, Crowe attributes 


Chicago’s wealth of ghost stories 
and sightings to the city’s large 
immigrant populations, he said. 
“Every culture has its own folk¬ 
lore,” he said. A block-by-block tour 
of the city can be “like crossing 
national boundaries,” because of 
the meiny ethnic neighborhoods, 
he said. 

Also, historically, mob activity 
has given Chicago a shoot-’em-up 
past that lends itself to hauntings, 
he said. “It used to be you’re from 
Chicago, bang, bang, bang, A1 
Capone. Now it’s Michael Jordan, 
but A1 Capone still figures in quite 
a bit,” he said. The site of the St. 
Valentine’s Day Massacre, 2122 N. 
Clark St., and the Bio^aph The¬ 
atre, where John Dillinger was 
shot, are favorite spots for many of 
Crowe’s tour groups, he said. 
Dillinger was gunned down next 
to the first telephone pole in the 
alley outside of the Biograph — a 
phone pole which heis been replaced 
twice, because visitors hack away 
splinters of the wood for souve¬ 
nirs, Crowe said. While the big 
city’s bloody, violent past is a “good 
start” for ghost hunting, nearby 
suburbs are thick with apparitions 


of their owm, Crowe said. 

Lawyer of the damned 

Despite its negative connota¬ 
tions, "you look like you've seen a 
ghest,” is a phrase befitting of 
Richard Crowe, who is more sat¬ 
isfied than spooked by his own 
encounter. Crowe was lucky 
enough to spot his first ghost while 
leading a tour of 68 people on 
Halloween in 1995. 

The group was on the bridge 
behind the Museum of Science and 
Industry at about 10:30 p.m. when 
they saw an old man in a camelhair 
coat and a Homburg hat walking 
along the sidewalk, he said. The 
figure, with the gait and stance of 
someone older, stopped by the rear 
entrance, he said. The man looked 
solid, but strange and dated in his 
old-fashioned clothes, Crowe said. 
He recognized the man as Clarence 
Darrow, famed “lawyer of the 
damned," who died March 13, 
1938. 

Defending attorney in the 
Leopold and Lobe murder trial, 
Darrow’s ashes were scattered 
from the bridge with a promise 
from the lawyer that he’d return. 
While people flock to the bridge — 
now named for Darrow — on the 
anniversary of his death, “nothing 
ever happens,” Crowe said. 

Darrow could be called a show¬ 
man by nature, as he served the 
defense for the first live broadcast 
tried ever — the Scopes Monkey 
Trial — for the publicity, Crowe 
said. Hamming it up in the after¬ 
life, Darrow was captured on tape 
by two tour-takers with video- 
cameras, he said. Two other men 
who approached the figure got 
within W feet before stopping in 
their tracks, Crowe said. The fig¬ 
ure did a half-turn before vanish¬ 
ing without a trace, he said. The 
bus driver for the tour has since 
left the ghost business for a job in 
trucking, Crowe said. 

Eerie lights 

Ghost lights, other paranormal 
phenomen, occur at two area for¬ 
est preserves — Maple Lake, about 
thr^ blocks east of Archer on 95th 
Street, and Bachelor’s Grove, about 
two blocks east of Ridgeland Av¬ 
enue on 143rd Street. While 
Bachelor’s Grove is off limits be¬ 
cause of its reputation for unsa¬ 
vory sorts practicing satanic ritu¬ 
als and grave robbing, Maple Lake 
is a popular picnic spot. 

Ghost lights, which are lights of 
no natural or human origin, have 
appeared at both spots. Crowe has 
seen the red ghost lights at Maple 
Lake four times, once in 1986 for 
about 20 minutes, he said. Crowe 
has heard of blue ghost lights at 
Bachelors Grove, something this 
reporter saw in 1994. Ghost lights 
are thought to be from a lantern 
carried by a ghost searching for its 
lost head, Crowe said. 

Crowe likes to believe that some¬ 
one was murdered or killed in a 
construction project at Maple Lake 
in the 1930s, was buried and never 
discovered, he said. This fits with 
the thuGiy that people Come bac’K 


as ghosts to take care of unsolved 
or unresolved matters, he said. 
Also, because the ghost lights be¬ 
came a popular sighting in the 
19505, ’60s and ’70s, Crowe has a 
feeling the ghost started wander¬ 
ing in the 1930s, because a story 
“takes at least a decade to really 
take root,” he said. Any possible 
scenario could be constructed for 
a decapitated ghost at the lake, as 
the site was once home for Native 
American campsites and was also 
popular for gangsters’ one-way 
rides during Prohibition, he said. 

Although some would like to 
blame the red ghost lights on a 
traffic signal or taillights, Crowe 
says it’s impossible. The next east- 
west through street is a mile and 
a half off the horizon and the 20- 
minute ghost light appe 2 irance 
could not be a stoplight, he said. 
Laser pointers are also out of the 
question because lasers don’t re¬ 
flect well over water, Crowe said. 
The ghost li^ts show up across 
the lake off the shore where the 
trees are highest, Crowe said. 

Bachelors Grove is also said to 
have an app>earing and disappear¬ 
ing barnhouse. Its name comes 
from its settlers, ail bachelors. If 
not for the enforcement of its ‘No 
Trespassing’ signs. Bachelors is a 
good place for ghost hunting as 
the farming community’s members 
put a small burial ground on the 
site. 

Monks and graves 

St. James of the Sag Church, 
known as Monks’ Castle to ghost 
hunters, haa reports of mysterious 
monk sightings, although monks 
have never lived there. The rec¬ 
tory and cemetery, at 107th and 
Archer, are part of the Catholic 
Archdiocese, Crowe said. However, 
Crowe has an account from one 
police oHlcer, who, in November 
1979, saw eight or nine figures 
inside the gates dressed in monk¬ 
like outfits. The officer went in¬ 
side to tell the group it was tres¬ 
passing, and the group drifted to 
the top of the hill, Crowe said. The 
officer chased the monks to the 
top of the hill, but they were gone, 
Crowe said. There was no noise of 
leaves rustling or steps being taken, 
so the officer — who cannot reveal 
his name “for fear' of psychiatric 
review,” Crowe said — knew they 
couldn’t have been real people. 

The graves at St. James-Sag also 
have a moving tale behind them. 
One of the priests in the redtory, 
Fhther Ploszynski, used to see the 
graves moving up and down, as 
though the ground was breathing, 
Crowe said. This is curious, as in 
Christina tradition, graves rising 
up and down mean that holy, good 
people are buried in them. Their 
souls are still alive and will be 
resurrected at the end of time. 
Although some dismissed the 
priest, a woman at one of Crowe’s 
lectures and the niece of Plosyz- 
nski’s caretaker said she witnessed 
the moving graves when visiting 
the rectory with her aunt as a child, 
Crowe said. 

1 ! 

(continued on page 20) 



Crosses, rosaries, flowers and statues of the Virgin Mary — as weH 
as notes, prayer cards and coins — are often left for Mary Alice 
Quinn, who died in 1935. Quinn’s favorite saint, St. Theresa, 
promised a “shower of roses,” and the scent of roses is reported 
at Quinn’s grave, even in winter. (Photo by Iva-Marie Palmer) 
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Devil’s Cl^(&i^'driveby 

Of the local ^ost lore, perhaps 
the most disturbing story is that of 
the Grimes girls’ murder. The 
Grimes girb, 12 and 14, of Brighton 
Park, never returned from an Elvis 
movie, “Love Me Tender,” that th^ 
went to see in December 1956, 

Crowe said. When they didn’t 
appear for weeks, even Elvis is¬ 
sued a plea: “Girls, if you’re alive, 
be good Elvis Presl^ fans and go 
home.” In January 1957, the girls’ 
bodies were found nak^, on the 
snow-covered ground on German 
Church Road (83rd Street) in Burr 
Ridge. 

Thoujdi the ofHcial cause of 
death was listed as “exposure to 
cold,” the girls had puncture 
wounds that authorities couldn’t 
figure out, Crowe said. The bodies, 
found alongside the road near 
Devil’s Creek, were said to be 
dropped off by a black car. The 
De^’s Creek tie-in may indicate a 
Satanic element to the crime, 

Crowe said. 

To this day, people often hear 
the car racing down the road, stop¬ 
ping, opening and shutting the 

Gf’osf hunter Richard Crowe points out the two bars at the gates of Resurrection Cemetery, 7200 

ough some to say the noise yy Archer Road, where Resurrection Mary is often sighted. The bars were bent by something with 
w rom cars at the ne^by inhuman strength in 1976 — the ghost, Resurrection Mary — and their color has never been restored, 
Fe S^way, the ^ is typically crowe said. (Photo by Iva-Marie Palmer) 
heard in winter, when the Speed¬ 
way is closed, Crowe said. 

During patrols, a (3ook County 
police officer reported actually 
seeing a black car racing toward 
him, Crowe said. Turning the cor¬ 
ner to get to it, the officer lost the 
‘car as it disappeared sifter opening 
and shutting its door, Crowe said. 

The family in the house on Devil’s 
Hill left a^r the bodies were found 
near their property. The family 
1 didn’t sell the house until about 
1996, but never came back for the 
belongings it left on the land — 
which included food, toys, clothing 
and a 1956 White Buick convert¬ 
ible, Crowe said. Crowe wondered 
how well new houses on the hill 
would sell if the story made its 
way around, he said. 


Scent of roses 


Though late Chicago Mayor Ri¬ 
chard J. Daley’s grave is the most 
visited in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, 
6601W. 111th St. in Worth, a little 
girl buried jn Section 7 hears the 
prayers of hundreds. 

Mary Alice Quinn’s grave is 
surrounded by statues of the Vir¬ 
gin Maiy, decorated with flowers 
and adorned with rosaries. A bas¬ 
ket of wish-making coins sits next 
to the girl’s headstone. Quinn died 
from an enlarged heart at age 15 
in 1935, but the child told her par¬ 
ents she didn’t mind dying young 
because she could help people like 
her favorite saint, St. Theresa, 
Crowe said. 

Though she wasn’t buried in a 
veil, those who viewed her in her 
casket saw a mysterious white mist 
— a veil of grace — around Quinn’s 
face, Crowe said. In the 1930s and 
1940s, others saw Quinn’s spirit 
walking in the cemetery, he said. 
“In a situation like this, I hesitate 
to use the word ‘ghost,’ because it 
has a connotation of something 
scary, but this is a more religious- 
type activity,” he said. 


A former priest at St. James of the Sag, at 107th Street and Archer Road, claimed to see these 
graves outside the rectory moving up and down as though the ground was breathing. (Photo by 
Iva-Marie Palmer) 


As St. Theresa promised she’d 
“let fall a shower of roses,” Quinn, 
too, is associated with the flower. 
In Irish tradition, it’s good luck to 
take a pinch of dirt from the grave 
of a holy person, Crowe said. Those 
who’ve visited Quinn’s grave have 
later reported smelling roses from 
the soil they took, Crowe said. 

Crowe himself would have been 
lost without Quinn’s trademark 
scent. When he first came to see 
the grave, he had no idea where it 
was in the cemetery, promising 
hours of fruitless searching, he 
said. As he drove along the ceme¬ 
tery’s roads, his car’s interior was 


soon overpowered with the scent 
of roses — in the middle of winter, 
he said. Looking around, he real¬ 
ized the smell was coming from a 
grave with Mary Alice Quinn’s 
name on the headstone, he said. 

Curious? 

With Halloween around the cor¬ 
ner, Richard Crowe’s schedule is 
inundated with tours and lectures, 
he said. While October is often his 
busiest month, he works year- 
round, but looks forward to a 
slower pace in the colder January 
and February months, he said. 
“Then I can relax, take a vacation. 
Go someplace haunted,” he said. 


Crowe has expanded his tours t( 
include a Chinatown tour, a Chi 
cago boat tour, a New Orleans tou: 
and a Salem, Mass., tour. For mon 
information on any pf Crowe’i 
tours or lectures, call him at 499 
0300. 





